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Incorporated as the Quaboag Valley Chamber of Commerce in
1978, the Quaboag Hills Chamber of Commerce has been
serving it’s member businesses, area residents and visitors for
more than four and a half decades.

Having expanded to 15 area communities, the Chamber
focuses on helping startup to seasoned member businesses
grow at every level.  Through the Chamber’s network, we are
able to provide training, mentoring, marketing, and referral
opportunities, plus key political advocacy to help navigate the
often complex and ever changing landscape for businesses
and consumers.

Not already a Member?  The Chamber invites your business to
join and take full advantage of our benefits and opportunities.

MEMBER BENEFITS:

Business listing on QHMA.com.
Business listing in annual Directory with thousands of copies distributed
throughout the region each year.
Access to the Chamber’s website to manage your listing, post your logo,
post your events, post your promotions, post job openings, register for
QHMA events, add additional users and more.
Connect with area businesses and decision makers at events of your
choice throughout the year.
Introduction to the exclusive Quaboag Referral Group for networking, and
business leads.
Business development assistance and guidance in areas such as finance,
human resources, leadership, marketing and more.
Conduits and advocacy to your local legislators and officials.
Distribution of the QHMA Newsletter.
Social media follows from the QHMA, along with business spotlights,
shares & re-posts.

JOIN AT QHMA.COM OR CALL (413) 283-2418

Join the Chamber

LOCAL AND EFFECTIVE
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Accounting & Tax Services
Burkhart, Pizzanelli, P.C.
201 Park Avenue, Suite 2
West Springfield, MA 01089
(413) 734-9040
bppc.com

Lauri A. Lewinski Accounting Services
6 Central Street
West Brookfield, MA 01585
(508) 637-1870

SL Marhelewicz CPA PC
2029 Main Street
Three Rivers, MA 01080
(413) 283-3442

Advertising, Digital Design, Media,
Printing
M-PACT
1659 North Main St, Suite A
Palmer, MA 01069
(413) 283-7373
m-pact.tv

Roberts & Ludlow Printing
1791 Boston Road, 1st Floor
Springfield, MA 01129
(413) 283-9356
robertsandludlowprinting.com

Soundscape Merchandise
40 Front St
Belchertown, MA 01007
(413) 213-1171
soundscapemerchandise.com

Stand Out Truck
98 Lower Westfield Rd
Holyoke, MA 01040
(413) 356-0820
standouttruck.com

The Valley's Classic Hits
3 Converse Street, Suite 101
Palmer, MA 01069
(413) 289-2300
classichits977.com

Turley Publications (Media)
24 Water Street
Palmer, MA 01069
(413) 283-8393
turley.com

Wheel Horse Digital
96 Rondeau St
Palmer, MA 01069
(978) 790-5068
wheelhorsedigital.com

Members by Category

Advertising, Graphic Design, Media,
Printing
Adobe
345 Park Avenue
San Jose, CA 95110-2704
adobe.com

Fourside Studios
Palmer, MA 01069
(413) 284-2399
foursidestuidios.com

KM Graphics Custom Printed &
Embroidered Apparel
51 West Street
Ware, MA 01082
(413) 967-7500
kmgraphicstees.com

Lantern Digital Marketing Agency
92 Church Street
Ware, MA 01082
(401) 573-5409
lanternco.com

2025 QHMA BUSINESS & RECREATION GUIDE 7
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Animal Rescue
Here Today Adopted Tomorrow
Animal Sanctuary
180 Sturbridge Road / PO Box 557
Brimfield, MA 01010
(413) 324-8224
heretodaysanctuary.org
 
Antique Show Promoters
Brimfield Auction Acres
35 Main St
Brimfield, MA 01010
brimfieldauctionacres.com

Brimfield Show Promoters' Association
P.O. Box 28
Fiskdale, MA 01518
brimfieldantiquefleamarket.com

Central Park Antique Shows
P.O. Box 224
Brimfield, MA 01010
(413) 596-9257
brimfieldcentralpark.com

Quaker Acres
20 Palmer Road
Brimfield, MA 01010
(413) 245-6185
Find us on Facebook

Appraisal Services
Opielowski Appraisal Services
67 Summer Street
Thorndike, MA 01079
(413) 289-0116
 
Architect
Architectural Insights Inc.
3 Converse Street, Suite #201
Palmer, MA 01069
(413) 283-2553
architectural-insights.com

Arts, Attractions, Museums & Recreation 
Amherst Railway Society
1130 South Main Street
Palmer, MA 01069
(413) 267-4555
amherstrail.org

Breezelands Orchards
1791 Southbridge Road
Warren, MA 01083
(413) 436-7100
breezelandsorchards.com

Hardwick Crossing Country Club
262 Lower Rd
Gilbertville, MA 01031
(774) 757-8907
hardwickcrossing.com

Hardwick Vineyard & Winery
3305 Greenwich Rd
Hardwick, MA 01082
(413) 967-7763
hardwickwinery.com

Keep Homestead Museum
35 Ely Road
Monson, MA 01057
(413) 267-4137
keephomesteadmuseum.org

Nostalgia & More
5 Comins Pond Rd
Warren, MA 01083
(401) 302-5533
dvirtuosity.design

Palmer Historical & Cultural Center
2072 Main Street
Three Rivers, MA 01080
(413) 289-9295
palmerhcc.org

QUABOAG HILLS CHAMBER OF COMMERCE     QHMA.COM8

Members by Category

Arts, Attractions, Museums & Recreation 
Quaboag Country Club
70 Palmer Road / P.O. Box 66
Monson, MA 01057
(413) 267-5294
quaboagcountryclub.teesnap.net

Silver Bell Farm
305 Silver Street
Monson, MA 01057
(413) 977-8447
silverbellfarm.com

The Center at Eagle Hill
242 Old Petersham Road
Hardwick, MA 01037
(413) 477-6746
centerateaglehill.org

The Stone House Museum
20 Maple Street (Route 202)
Belchertown, MA 01007
(413) 323-6573
stonehousemuseum.org

Wildwood Acres Farm and Forest School
147 Wigwam Rd
West Brookfield, MA 01585
(508) 250-5368
wwoodacres.com

Workshop13
13 Church Street
Ware, MA 01082
(413) 277-6072
workshop13.org

Attorneys
Attorney Geoffrey R. Farrington
16 King Street
Palmer, MA 01069
(413) 283-6455
Bohnet-Romani.com

Attorneys
Bacon Wilson, P.C.
33 State Street
Springfield, MA 01103
(413) 781-0560
baconwilson.com

Auto, Marine & Motor
Bertera Chevrolet
1187 Thorndike Street
Palmer, MA 01069
(413) 283-3401
berterachevy.com

Flamingo Motor Sports
2 Wilbraham Street
Palmer, MA 01069
(413) 284-1673
flamingomotorsports.com

Nesco Sales & Autobody
89-1/2 State Street
Bondsville, MA 01009
(413) 283-6403
nescoautobody.com

Rolla Motor Parts
175 West Street
Ware, MA 01082
(413) 967-5121
napaonline.com

Trailers of New England
388 Wilbraham St / Rt 20
Palmer, MA 01069
(413) 289-1211
trailersofnewengland.com

Westover Auto Salvage
147 Bay Road
Belchertown, MA 01007
(413) 323-4210
westoverautosalvage.com
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Banks (full service within QHMA)
Country Bank
21 Main Street
Belchertown, MA 01007
(413) 323-7291
countrybank.com

Country Bank
9 Main Street
Brimfield, MA 01010
(413) 245-7946
countrybank.com

Country Bank
1485 N. Main Street
Palmer, MA 01069
(413) 283-8381
countrybank.com

Country Bank
155 West Street
Ware, MA 01082
(413) 967-6890
countrybank.com

Country Bank
8 West Main Street
West Brookfield, MA 01585
(508) 867-6446
countrybank.com

Monson Savings
146 Main Street
Monson, MA 01057
(413) 267-4646
monsonsavings.bank

Monson Savings
136 West Street
Ware, MA 01082
(413) 967-0912
monsonsavings.bank

Banks (full service within QHMA)
North Brookfield Savings Bank
35 Summer Street
North Brookfield, MA 01535
(508) 867-7442
northbrookfieldsavingsbank.com

North Brookfield Savings Bank
4 Daniel Shays Highway
Belchertown, MA 01007
(413) 323-8416
northbrookfieldsavingsbank.com

North Brookfield Savings Bank
100 West Main Street
East Brookfield, MA 01515
(508) 867-1322
northbrookfieldsavingsbank.com

North Brookfield Savings Bank
9 Gilbert Street
North Brookfield, MA 01535
(508) 867-7443
northbrookfieldsavingsbank.com

North Brookfield Savings Bank
2060 Main Street
Three Rivers, MA 01080
(413) 283-5681
northbrookfieldsavingsbank.com

North Brookfield Savings Bank
40 Main Street
Ware, MA 01082
(413) 967-6271
northbrookfieldsavingsbank.com

North Brookfield Savings Bank
128 West Main Street
West Brookfield, MA 01585
(508) 867-5821
northbrookfieldsavingsbank.com

QUABOAG HILLS CHAMBER OF COMMERCE     QHMA.COM10

Members by Category

Conference Centers
Hardwick Crossing Country Club
262 Lower Rd
Gilbertville, MA 01031
(774) 757-8907
hardwickcrossing.com

The Center at Eagle Hill
242 Old Petersham Road
Hardwick, MA 01037
(413) 477-6746
centerateaglehill.org

Consultants
Industrial Power Services Corp.
P.O. Box 840
Ware, MA 01082
(413) 967-7415

Valley Safety Services Associates
330 Old Enfield Road
Belchertown, MA 01007
(413) 323-9571
vssa-inc.com

Contractors
Breton Estates/RB Enterprises
Nipmuck Street
Palmer, MA 01069
(413) 283-6940

JCS Custom Carpentry
132 Jim Ash Road
Palmer, MA 01069
(413) 433-5454
Find us on Facebook

Kozyra Construction
141 Old Palmer Rd.
Brimfield, MA 01010
(413) 245-4402
kozyramodular.com

Members by Category

Banks (full service within QHMA)
Westfield Bank
350 Palmer Road
Ware, MA 01082
(413) 594-6692
westfieldbank.com

Building Materials
Howe Lumber
225 West Main Street
East Brookfield, MA 01515
(508) 885-5396
howelumber.com

Squier Lumber and Hardware 
5 Squier Avenue
Monson, MA 01057
(413) 267-5542
squierlumber.com

Cleaning Services
Allied Professional Cleaning Services
West Brookfield, MA 01585
(508) 981-5047
alliedprofessionalcleaningservices.com

Linton Septic
1221 South Main Street
Palmer, MA 01069
(413) 583-3629
lintonseptic.com

Riverbend Laundry
2024 Main Street
Three Rivers, MA 01080
(413) 289-9177
riverbendlaundry.com

SERVPRO of Hampshire County
50 Depot Street
Belchertown, MA 01007
(413) 324-1300
servprohampshirecounty.com

2025 QHMA BUSINESS & RECREATION GUIDE 11
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Contractors
Martin GEO/Environmental
P.O. Box 646
Belchertown, MA 01007
(413) 323-8700
martingeoenvironmental.com

Palmer Oil/Noonan Energy Corp.
1488 North Main Street
Palmer, MA 01069
(413) 289-1777
noonanenergy.com

Communications & Technology
Comcast Business Services
3303 Main Street
Springfield, MA 01107
(413) 730-4515
comcast.net

Fisher Tech Solutions
14 Main St, Apt 1R
Wales, MA 01081
(774) 452-5647
fishertechsolutions.com

POST Computer Systems
2785 Boston Road
Wilbraham, MA 01095
(413) 596-5177
pocosys.com

Power Computers
96 Longmeadow Drive
Promfret Center, CT 06259
(774) 230-5734
powercomputers.us

Communications & Technology
Vibrance Technology Corporation
P.O. Box 1424
Warren, MA 01083
(866) 842-7262
vibrancetech.com

Education, Association/Civic, Business
Services, Government & Non-Profit
BBB of Central New England
400 Grove Street
Worcester, MA 01605
(508) 755-3340
bbb.org

Employers Association of the NorthEast
67 Hunt Street / P.O. Box 1070
Agawam, MA 01001-6070
(413) 789-6400
eane.org

Hitchcock Free Academy
2 Brookfield Road
Brimfield, MA 01010
(413) 245-9977
hitchcockacademy.org

HomeFront Strong
2072 Main St
Three Rivers, MA 01080
(508) 499-9589
homefrontstrongus.org

Monson Free Library
2 High Street
Monson, MA 01057
(413) 267-3866
monsonlibrary.com

Members by Category

QUABOAG HILLS CHAMBER OF COMMERCE     QHMA.COM12

Education, Association/Civic, Business
Services, Government & Non-Profit
Palmer Public Library
1455 North Main Street
Palmer, MA 01069
(413) 283-3330
palmer.lib.ma.us

Pathfinder Reg. Voc. Tech. High School
240 Sykes Street
Palmer, MA 01069
(413) 283-9701
pathfindertech.org

Quaboag Hills Chamber of Commerce
PO Box 954
Palmer, MA 01069
(413) 283-2418
qhma.com

Quaboag Valley Community
Development Corporation
23 West Main Street
Ware, MA 01082
(413) 967-3001
qvcdc.org

River East School-to-Career
1455 North Main Street
Palmer, MA 01069
(413) 283-5051
rivereast-stc.org

SCORE Western Massachusetts
1 Federal Street, Bldg 101
Springfield, MA 01105
(413) 785-0314
score.org/westernmassachusetts

Top Floor Learning
1455 N. Main St, 3rd Floor
Palmer, MA 01069
(413) 544-6600
topfloorlearning.org

Members by Category

Education, Association/Civic, Business
Services, Government & Non-Profit
Town of Monson
110 Main Street
Monson, MA 01057
(413) 267-4101
monson-ma.gov

Ware Business Civic Association & Beyond
80 Main Street
Ware, MA 01082
(413) 297-5886
warebca.com

Wildwood Acres Farm & Forest School
147 Wigwam Rd
West Brookfield, MA 01585
(508) 250-5368
wwoodacres.com

ZenBusiness
5511 Parkcrest Drive, Suite 103
Austin, TX 78731
zenbusiness.com

Electricians
Pioneer Valley Environmental
1 East Main Street
Ware, MA 01082
(413) 200-4972
pvehvac.com

Thomas A. Jennette Electric
150 Ravine Rd
New Braintree, MA 01531
(508) 314-6163

Financial Services
Mass Mutual
330 Whitney Avenue, Suite 600
Holyoke, MA 01040
(413) 539-2343
massmutual.com

2025 QHMA BUSINESS & RECREATION GUIDE 13
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Members by Category

Food & Drink
Dunkin'
1144 Thorndike St
Palmer, MA 01069
dunkindonuts.com

Dunkin'
139 West St
Ware, MA 01082
dunkindonuts.com

Dunkin'
1300 W. Main St
Warren, MA 01083
dunkindonuts.com

Echo Hill Orchards Winery & Distillery
101 Wilbraham Rd
Monson, MA 01057
(413) 267-3303
echohillorchards.com

Figlio Italian Restaurant
1366 Main Street
Palmer, MA 01069
(413) 283-6140
Find us on Facebook

Hardwick Crossing Country Club
262 Lower Rd
Gilbertville, MA 01031
(774) 757-8907
hardwickcrossing.com

Hardwick Vineyard and Winery
3305 Greenwich Rd
Hardwick, MA 01082
(413) 967-7763
hardwickwinery.com

Howard's Drive-In
121 East Main St
West Brookfield, MA 01585
(508) 867-6504
Find us on Facebook

Flooring
Dimauro Carpet & Tile
185 Shaker Road
East Longmeadow, MA 01028
(413) 525-1991
dimaurocarpet.com

Food & Drink
Brimfield Winery
35 Main Street
Brimfield, MA 01010
(413) 262-5288
brimfieldwinery.com

Dunkin'
16 Federal St
Belchertown, MA 01007
dunkindonuts.com

Dunkin'
37 State St
Belchertown, MA 01007
dunkindonuts.com

Dunkin'
3086 S. Main St
Bondsville, MA 01009
dunkindonuts.com

Dunkin'
77 West State St
Granby, MA 01033
dunkindonuts.com

Dunkin'
153 Main St
Monson, MA 01057
dunkindonuts.com

Dunkin'
1559 N. Main St
Palmer, MA 01069
dunkindonuts.com
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Food & Drink
Janine's Frostee
149 East St
Ware, MA 01082
(413) 967-7950
janinesfrostee.com

Mexicali Cantina Grill
146 West Street
Ware, MA 01082
(413) 277-0925
mexicalicantinagrill.com

Publick House Historic Inn
277 Main Street
Sturbridge, MA 01566
(508) 347-3313
publickhouse.com

Rondeau's Dairy Bar
1300 Ware Road
Palmer, MA 01069
(413) 284-0068
Find us on Facebook

Rose 32 Bread
412 Main Street
Gilbertville, MA 03031
(413) 477-9930
rose32bread.com

Salem Cross Inn
260 West Main Street
West Brookfield, MA 01585
(508) 867-2345
salemcrossinn.com

Steaming Tender Restaurant
28 Depot Street
Palmer, MA 01069
(413) 283-2744
steamingtender.com

Food & Drink
Tailgate Tavern
1012 Central St
Palmer, MA 01069
(413) 289-2009
Find us on Facebook

Teresa's Restaurant
315 Palmer Road
Ware, MA 01082
(413) 967-7601
teresasrestaurantware.com

The Clam Box
245 West Main St
East Brookfield, MA 01515
(508) 637-1790
brookfieldclambox.com

Westview Farms Creamery
109 East Hill Road
Monson, MA 01057
(413) 267-5355
Find us on Facebook

Funeral Services
Beers & Story Funeral Home
1475 North Main Street
Palmer, MA 01069
(413) 283-9061
beersandstory.com

Lombard Funeral Home
3 Bridge Street
Monson, MA 01057
(413) 267-3011
lombardfuneralhome.com

Varnum & Charbonneau Funeral Homes
30 Pleasant Street
Ware, MA 01082
(413) 967-5281
varnumfuneralhome.com
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Funeral Services
Varnum & Charbonneau Funeral Homes
43 East Main Street
West Brookfield, MA 01585
(508) 867-2885
varnumfuneralhome.com

Garden Center
Five Star Gardens
181 Ware Street
Palmer, MA 01069
(413) 283-4900
fivestargardens.com

Health, Wellness & Beauty
Align Hypnosis
3 Converse Street, Suite 103
Palmer, MA 01069
(413) 758-1949
alignhypnosis.com

Baystate Medical Practices
Quabbin Adult Medicine
95 Sargent Street
Belchertown, MA 01007
(413) 323-5118
baystatehealth.org

Baystate Rehabilitation Care
42 Wright Street
Palmer, MA 01069
(413) 370-5254
baystatehealth.org

Baystate Wing Hospital
40 Wright Street
Palmer, MA 01069
(413) 283-7651
baystatewinghospital.org

Baystate Women’s Health OB/GYN
40 Wright Street, 1st Floor
Palmer, MA 01069
(413) 967-2655
baystatehealth.org

Health, Wellness & Beauty
Dr. Robert Caprile, Chiropractor
181 Maple Street
East Longmeadow, MA 01028
(413) 525-6293
eastlongmeadowfamilychiropractic.com

O'Connell Care at Home
4279 Church St.
Palmer, MA 01069
(413) 536-1110
oconnellcares.com

Patient Presence
217 Harrington St
East Brookfield, MA 01515
(401) 580-8942
patientpresence.com

Quabbin Valley Eye Care
1448 North Main Street
Palmer, MA 01069
(413) 283-2946
quabbinvalleyeyecare.com

The Centered Place
286 Bridge Street / P.O. Box 1210
Warren, MA 01083
(413) 436-7374
thecenteredplace.com

Tranquility Central Hair & Nails
1384 Main Street
Palmer, MA 01069
(413) 284-0010
Find us on Facebook

Wickaboag Family Chiropractic
143 West Main Street / P.O. Box 168
West Brookfield, MA 01585
(508) 867-6161
Find us on Facebook
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Human Services
Behavioral Health Network
96 South Street
Ware, MA 01082
(413) 355-6689
bhninc.org

HVAC-Heating/Ventilation/Air Conditioning
C. W. Angell, Inc.
180 Gilbertville Road
Ware, MA 01082
(413) 967-8141

Palmer Oil/Noonan Energy Corp.
1488 North Main Street
Palmer, MA 01069
(413) 289-1777
noonanenergy.com

Pioneer Valley Environmental
1 East Main Street
Ware, MA 01082
(413) 477-6984
pvehvac.com

River-Air HVAC,
171 Warren Road
Brimfield, MA 01010
(774) 230-6880
riverairhvac.com

Squier & Co. Inc.
5 Squier Avenue
Monson, MA 01057
(413) 267-3184
squieroil.com

Superior Plus Propane
1 Blanchard St
Palmer, MA 01069
(800) 332-3353
superiorpluspropane.com

Insurance Agencies
Bell & Hudson Insurance Agency
19 North Main Street
Belchertown, MA 01007
(413) 323-9611
bellandhudson.com

Bell & Hudson Insurance Agency
15 Central Street
West Brookfield, MA 01585
(508) 867-4646
bellandhudson.com

First American Insurance Agency
30 Sturbridge Rd
Brimfield, MA 01010
(413) 245-6864
faiagency.com

J. Stolar Insurance Agency
2001 Calkins Road
Three Rivers, MA 01080
(413) 283-2561
jstolarinsurance.com

Korzec Insurance Agency
2400 Main Street
West Warren, MA 01092
(413) 436-7000
korzecins.com

Jewelry
Cormier Jewelers and Art Gallery
152 Main Street
Spencer, MA 01562
(508) 885-3385
cormierspencer.com

Dioguardi Jewelers
95 Main Street
Ware, MA 01082
(413) 277-0364
dioguardijewelers.com
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Landscaping
Five Star Gardens
181 Ware Street
Palmer, MA 01069
(413) 283-4900
fivestargardens.com

Lodging & Campgrounds
Publick House Historic Inn
277 Main Street
Sturbridge, MA 01566
(508) 347-3313
publickhouse.com

Sunsetview Farm Camping Area
57 Town Farm Road
Monson, MA 01057
(413) 267-9269
sunsetview.com

Village Green Family Campground
228 Sturbridge Road
Brimfield, MA 01010
(413) 245-3504
villagegreencampground.com

Wedgewood Motel
1430 Park Street
Palmer, MA 01069
(413) 283-4501
thewedgewoodmotel.com

Manufacturers
Ace Molding, Inc.
91 Bethany Road
Monson, MA 01057
(413) 267-4875
acemoldinginc.com

Palmer Foundry
22 Mt. Dumplin Road
Palmer, MA 01069
(413) 283-2976
palmerfoundry.com

Manufacturers
Palmer Paving Corporation
25 Blanchard Street / P. O. Box 47
Palmer, MA 01069
(413) 283-8354
palmerpaving.com

Quabbin Wire & Cable Co., Inc.
10 Maple Street
Ware, MA 01082
(413) 967-6281
quabbin.com

Quirk Wire Co.
146 East Main Street
West Brookfield, MA 01585
(508) 867-3155
quirkwire.com

Sanderson MacLeod, Inc.
1199 South Main Street / P.O. Box 50
Palmer, MA 01069
(413) 283-3481
sandersonmacleod.com

Municipal Services
Jeffery & Jeffery
137 Main Street
Ware, MA 01082
(413) 967-9941
jefferyandjeffery.com

Party Rentals
Michael's Party Rentals
1221 South Main Street
Palmer, MA 01069
(413) 589-7368
michaelspartyrentals.com

Payroll Services
Checkwriters Payroll
46 Round Hill Road
Northampton, MA 01060
(413) 734-1351
checkwriterspayroll.com
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Real Estate Sales & Development
Deschamps Realty Team
2040 Boston Rd, Suite 18
Wilbraham, MA 01095
(413) 530-8356
deborahdeschamps.bhhsrealtypros.com

June Eaton Realtor at REMAX Connections
211B State St
Belchertown, MA 01007
(617) 750-8823
juneeaton.remaxconnections.com

Keller Williams Pioneer Valley
66 Dwight Road
Longmeadow, MA 01106
(413) 565-5478
pioneervalley.yourkwoffice.com

Maria Donato/Teamwork Realty Group
674 N. Main Street
East Longmeadow, MA 01028
(413) 386-5839
teamworkrealtygroup.com

Sand & Gravel
Breton Estates/RB Enterprises
Nipmuck Street
Palmer, MA 01069
(413) 283-6940

Senior Living
Cedarbrook Village at Ware
73 South Street
Ware, MA 01082
(413) 758-5377
everbrookseniorliving.com

Christopher Heights of Belchertown
99 Front Street
Belchertown, MA 01007
(413) 323-5500
christopherheights.com

2025 QHMA BUSINESS & RECREATION GUIDE 19

Specialty Retail Shopping
Canna Retreat
1240 Park Street
Palmer, MA 01069
(413) 289-6079
cannaretreat.com

Curaleaf
124 West Street
Ware, MA 01082
(413) 277-0873
curaleaf.com/shop/massachusetts

Green Gold Group
1140 Thorndike Street
Palmer, MA 01069
(774) 251-9888
greengold.group

Hardwick Farmers Co-op
444 Lower Road
Gilbertville, MA 01031
(413) 477-6913
hardwickfarmers.net

Hardwick Vineyard & Winery
3305 Greenwich Rd
Hardwick, MA 01082
(413) 967-7763
hardwickwinery.com

Life's Memories & More
2067 Main Street
Three Rivers, MA 01080
(413) 283-4448
lifesmemoriesandmore.com

Pineapple Express
124 C West Street
Ware, MA 01082
(413) 277-0277
PineappleExpressMA.com

Wicked Woodworking
83 Beech Street
Palmer, MA 01069
(413) 813-8957
wickedwoodworking.com
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413-301-WELL (9355)
bhninc.org

We’re Here for You 

Serving Adults, Children, Youth & Families

Counseling Services

Family Resource Center

Preschool & School Age Programs

Domestic Violence Advocacy

In-Home Therapy & Behavioral Services

Mobile Methadone Treatment

We’ve been a part of Massachusetts families and
communities for 175 years, and we see every partnership as a

chance to amplify positive change. By supporting Quaboag
Hills Chamber of Commerce, we’re proud to invest in a

brighter community for families.

Learn more about our 
community involvement.

4-5 Day Farm & Forest School & Preschool
1-4 Day Homeschool Enrichment Program
Immersive Summer Camps
Horseback Riding Lessons

ENROLL
NOW

wwoodacres.com | west brookfield, ma

Sliding
Scale

Tuition

FARM & FOREST SCHOOL

TRY
OUTDOOR

EDUCATION!GO
WILD!
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Calendar of Events

May 2, 2025
Charlton
Operation Soaring Eagle Golf Tournament
Heritage Golf Course
homefrontstrongus.org

May 3, 2025
Brimfield
Brimfield Farmers' Market
Hitchcock Free Academy
hitchcockacademy.org

Brimfield
Brimfield Winery Opens for the season
Brimfield Winery
brimfieldwinery.com

Ware
The Big League Collective w/Norma Dream
Workshop13
workshop13.org

May 4, 2025
Monson
Life of Ruth Bader Ginsburg presentation
Keep Homestead Museum
keephomesteadmuseum.org

May 8, 2025
Ware
QHMA Choice Awards Dinner
Teresa’s Restaurant
qhma.com

Palmer
Arts and Culture Night at Pathfinder Tech
Pathfinder Reg. Voc. Tec. High School
pathfindertech.org

May 10, 2025
Brimfield
Grow With Us Plant Sale
Hitchcock Free Academy
hitchcockacademy.org

May 10, 2025
Brimfield
Brimfield Farmers' Market
Hitchcock Free Academy
hitchcockacademy.org

Monson
Children's Author Event w/ Phaea Crede
Monson Free Library
monsonlibrary.com

May 10-11, 2025
Hardwick
Lucky Stiff (An EHS Production)
The Center at Eagle Hill
centerateaglehill.org

May 11, 2025
Sturbridge
Mother’s Day Dinner Buffet
Publick House Historic Inn
publickhouse.com

May 13-18, 2025
Brimfield
Brimfield Flea Markets
QHMA Member Fields:
Brimfield Auction Acres
brimfieldauctionacres.com
Central Park Antique Shows
brimfieldcentralpark.com
Quaker Acres
facebook.com/quakeracresbrimfield
Brimfield Show Promoters’ Association
brimfieldantiquefleamarket.com

May 24, 2025
Brimfield
Brimfield Farmers' Market
Hitchcock Free Academy
hitchcockacademy.org

24

Calendar of Events

May 24, 2025
Brimfield
Red Solo Cup-Tribute to Toby Keith
Brimfield Winery
brimfieldwinery.com

Ware
Padded Waltz Concert
Workshop13
workshop13.org

May 24 - 25, 2025
Hardwick
Spring Fling Craft Fair
Hardwick Vineyard & Winery
hardwickwinery.com

May 30 - June 1, 2025
Monson
Opening Weekend Luau
Echo Hill Orchards Winery & Distillery
echohillorchards.com

May 31, 2025
Brimfield
Brimfield Farmers' Market
Hitchcock Free Academy
hitchcockacademy.org

June 1, 2025
Monson
Wildlife on Wheels from Forest Park
Keep Homestead Museum
keephomesteadmuseum.org

June 7, 2025
Brimfield
Brimfield Farmers' Market
Hitchcock Free Academy
hitchcockacademy.org

June 7-8, 2025
Brimfield
Pioneer Valley Wine Festival
Brimfield Winery
brimfieldwinery.com

June 14, 2025
Brimfield
Brimfield Farmers' Market
Hitchcock Free Academy
hitchcockacademy.org

Brimfield
Jeeps for Autism Show/Fundraiser
Brimfield Winery
brimfieldwinery.com

June 21, 2025
Brimfield
Brimfield Farmers' Market
Hitchcock Free Academy
hitchcockacademy.org

Brimfield
The Kings of Southern Rock Concert
Brimfield Winery
brimfieldwinery.com

June 28, 2025
Brimfield
Brimfield Farmers' Market
Hitchcock Free Academy
hitchcockacademy.org

Brimfield
Carol Rivest Foundation Benefit
Brimfield Winery
brimfieldwinery.com
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Calendar of Events

August 6, 2025
Brimfield
Hitchcock Summer Concert Series
Hitchcock Free Academy
hitchcockacademy.org

August 13, 2025
Brimfield
Hitchcock Summer Concert Series
Hitchcock Free Academy
hitchcockacademy.org

August 16, 2025
Brimfield
Redneck Castaway Band Concert -
Tribute To Kenny Chesney
Brimfield Winery
brimfieldwinery.com

August 20, 2025
Brimfield
Hitchcock Summer Concert Series
Hitchcock Free Academy
hitchcockacademy.org

September 2-7, 2025
Brimfield
Brimfield Flea Markets
QHMA Member Fields:
Brimfield Auction Acres
brimfieldauctionacres.com
Central Park Antique Shows
brimfieldcentralpark.com
Quaker Acres
facebook.com/quakeracresbrimfield
Brimfield Show Promoters’
Association
brimfieldantiquefleamarket.com

July 8-13, 2025
Brimfield
Brimfield Flea Markets
QHMA Member Fields:
Brimfield Auction Acres
brimfieldauctionacres.com
Central Park Antique Shows
brimfieldcentralpark.com
Quaker Acres
facebook.com/quakeracresbrimfield
Brimfield Show Promoters’
Association
brimfieldantiquefleamarket.com

July 16, 2025
Brimfield
Hitchcock Summer Concert Series
Hitchcock Free Academy
hitchcockacademy.org

July 19, 2025
Brimfield
Paws for Blue K9 Craft Fair  -
Brimfield Winery
brimfieldwinery.com

July 23, 2025
Brimfield
Hitchcock Summer Concert Series
Hitchcock Free Academy
hitchcockacademy.org

July 26, 2025
Brimfield
Brimfield Old Home Day

July 30, 2025
Brimfield
Hitchcock Summer Concert Series
Hitchcock Free Academy
hitchcockacademy.org
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October 11, 2025
Brimfield
Brimfield Auto Show
Brimfield Winery
brimfieldwinery.com

October 11-13, 2025
Monson
Fall Harvest Weekends
Silver Bell Farm
silverbellfarm.com

October 18-19, 2025
Monson
Fall Harvest Weekends
Silver Bell Farm
silverbellfarm.com

October 25, 2025
Monson
Halloween on the Farm
Silver Bell Farm
silverbellfarm.com

October 25-26, 2025
Monson
Fall Harvest Weekends
Silver Bell Farm
silverbellfarm.com

November 6, 2025
West Brookfield
QHMA Annual Meeting & Dinner
Salem Cross Inn
qhma.com

November 21-December 31, 2025
Monson
Silver Bell Nights
Silver Bell Farm
silverbellfarm.com

September 20, 2025
Brimfield
19th Nervous Breakdown Concert -
Tribute to The Rolling Stones 
Brimfield Winery
brimfieldwinery.com

September 20-21, 2025
Monson
Fall Harvest Weekends
Silver Bell Farm
silverbellfarm.com

September 21, 2025
Chicopee
FORE A Great Cause Golf Tournament
Hitchcock Free Academy
hitchcockacademy.org

September 27, 2025
Brimfield
Harvest Fest Fundraiser
Brimfield Winery
brimfieldwinery.com

September 27-28, 2025
Monson
Fall Harvest Weekends
Silver Bell Farm
silverbellfarm.com

October 3, 2025
Hardwick
QHMA Golf Outing
Hardwick Crossing Country Club
qhma.com

October 4-5, 2025
Monson
Fall Harvest Weekends
Silver Bell Farm
silverbellfarm.com
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Don’t see your favorite event?

Contact the Chamber to
become a Member!

QHMA.com
(413) 283-2418

November 28-December 24, 2025
Monson
Santa Story Time & Santa Visits
Weekends & Select Weekdays
Silver Bell Farm
silverbellfarm.com

December 13, 2025
Brimfield
Christmas at Hitchcock
Hitchcock Free Academy
hitchcockacademy.org

page 28:
Silver Bell Farm ad - 

half page bottom

Calendar of Events

305 Silver Street, Monson MA
www.silverbellfarm.com

SILVER BELL FARM

Don’t miss one of the most magical light shows in Western Mass this
holiday season! Stroll through our enchanted trail, glowing with

hundreds of thousands of twinkling lights, whimsical scenes, and festive
photo ops—perfect for starting a new tradition or reliving the wonder.

Tickets available online in early November.

3/4 MILE LIGHT TRAIL UNLIMITED BARREL TRAIN RIDES FOR KIDS NEW HOLIDAY GIFT SHOP

MEET SANTA  AND MRS. CLAUS PLAY AREAS FIRE PITSCAFE AND BAKERY AND MORE!



Brimfield’s World Famous Flea Markets

Launched in 1959 via a grassroots effort across New England by local

auctioneer, Gordon Reid and his wife, Madelyn to create the “greatest

outdoor antique show under the sun”, the Brimfield Flea Markets have

not only become America’s Oldest Outdoor Antique Flea Market, but

also world renown attracting collectors, vendors and visitors both near

and far for generations.
 

Today, thousands descend upon Brimfield three times a year in search

for treasures across multiple fields and markets.

2025:  May 13-18, July 8-13, Sept 2 -7

Green Acres Antique Show
Collins’ Apple Barn
Stephen’s Place
N.E. Motel Antique Shows
Quaker Acres
May’s Antique Market
Shelton Antique Shows
Sturtevant’s

Mahogany Ridge
Dealer’s Choice
Grand Trunk
Heart-O-The-Mart
Midway
Central Park
Hertan’s Field
Brimfield Auction Acres
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By Marcelo Gusmão
Staff Writer

mgusmao@turley.com

PALMER – At Pulaski Park 
last week, an event was held to 
benefit Wilbraham police officer 
Cameron Prosperi after he was 
shot and injured while on duty.

The benefit was held on Sat-
urday, May 11 featuring live mu-
sic, food trucks, a bounce house, 
face-painting, and socialization 
between people from the various 
communities touched by Prosperi 
throughout his years in the area.

Josette Before, who was 
closely involved in planning for 

the event, said that she was moti-
vated to launch a benefit after her 
cousin’s accident.

“Cameron is my cousin,” Be-
fore said. “I didn’t have siblings 
growing up, so he’s more like an 
older brother to me.”

Before said that after Pros-

Culvert 
repair 
project 
has been 
‘put on 
ice’

By Marcelo Gusmão
Staff Writer

mgusmao@turley.com

PALMER – At the May 7 Con-
servation Commission meeting, it 
was announced the ongoing culvert 
project will be too expensive for the 
town to pursue for the time being.

The town has been pursuing re-
pairs to its many culverts, which are 
structures designed to channel wa-
ter past obstacles such as streets or 
bridges into rivers or subterranean 
waterways. At the recent Conser-
vation Commission meeting, Con-
servation Agent Justin Enright had 
some disappointing updates for the 
project.

“The project has been kind of 
put on ice for a little bit,” Enright 
said, “until we can regroup and fig-
ure out a way to move the project 
forward.”

Enright said that previous 
Conservation Agents had noticed 
infrastructure and stream-cross-
ing problems that, if fixed, could 
potentially improve infrastructure 
as well as passage through certain 
stream systems. The project came 
under the purview of the Depart-
ment of Public Works, and so the 
two departments have been working 
together to secure funding to make 
the repairs.

“A lot has happened since their 
time in the seat of Conservation 
Agent, including the whole pan-
demic,” Enright said, adding “po-
tential barriers with former engi-
neers that were on the project and 

By Marcelo Gusmão
Staff Writer

mgusmao@turley.com

PALMER – Last Friday, stu-
dents at the High School gathered 
on the steps of their campus to 
take pictures ahead of going to the 
prom.

The Promenade involved pic-
tures on the steps of the school and 
the announcement of the attendees 
in the auditorium before the stu-
dents departed to the venue for 
the prom. This year’s prom was 

held at the Harding Allen Estate 
in Barre.

School Committee member 
Bonny Rathbone, whose grand-
daughter Madison was attending 
this year’s prom as a junior, noted 
that for the first time, the school 
was integrating the junior and se-
nior classes into one prom.

“It gives them one more op-
portunity to get together with their 
friends,” Rathbone said.

Inside, parents and facul-
ty gathered in the auditorium to 
watch their students parade across 

the stage. As students were an-
nounced, the students emerged 
from behind the curtain, striking 
poses with their dates and friends.

Prom has been a long-stand-
ing tradition at American high 
schools, providing students with 
an opportunity to celebrate with 
their classmates before graduation 
and summer vacation. The stu-
dents from the high school arrived 
in party buses and wore black ties, 
evening jackets, and beautiful 
prom dresses for a night of din-
ner and dancing to close out the 

school year of 2024.
The now 100-year-old Hard-

ing Allen Estate is a popular 
wedding and event venue, which, 
through its architecture, evokes 
nostalgia for the style and opu-
lence of the Roaring Twenties 
when it was built. 

“Our walled gardens and va-
riety of outdoor spaces for guests 
provide plenty of space for per-
sonalizing your wedding, whether 
you’re looking for a glamorous or 
rustic event,” its website reads.

QHSUA 
welcomes 
new 
director, 
Emily 
Kirby

By Paula Ouimette
pouimette@turley.com

Members of the Quaboag Hills 
Substance Use Alliance welcomed 
the new Prevention Director, Emily 
Kirby, following the retirement of 
Gail Gramarossa.

At the May 13 meeting, Kirby 
introduced herself and shared in-
formation about her education and 
experience with substance use and 
harm reduction.

“We are in a complete void,” 
Kirby said, in terms of harm reduc-
tion in the Quaboag Hills area.

Kirby said there is no local 
access to syringes, with the closest 
being Amherst and Worcester. She 
said there is also a need for more 
sharps disposals. 

Kirby grew up in Berkshire 
County and has a bachelor’s degree 
in nutrition and a master’s degree 
in public health and public policy. 
She has worked for WIC, Berkshire 
Regional Planning Commission and 
Berkshire Harm Reduction. 

“I’ve had a lot of hands-on ex-
perience in harm reduction,” Kirby 
said. 

Recovery Center of HOPE up-
date

Community Engagement Coor-
dinator for QHSUA Abaigeal Duda 
said the Recovery Center of HOPE 
is an all pathways, regional recov-
ery center on Main Street in Ware.

The idea to create the center (as 
well as the QHSUA) was discussed 
10 years ago by the Quaboag Hills 
Community Coalition, as a way to 
address the opioid crisis and sub-
stance use.

CONSERVATION

PALMERPALMERPromenade

Juniors and Seniors unite for First Integrated Promenade

By Marcelo Gusmão
Staff Writer

mgusmao@turley.com

PALMER – Last Wednesday, 
Pathfinder Technical Vocational 
School held an awards ceremony 
for its students being entered into 
the National Technical Honors So-
ciety.

Superintendent Eric Duda pre-
sided over the ceremony, which 
was attended by the students be-
ing honored, their families, faculty 
members, and school committee 
members. 46 students were hon-
ored at the ceremony, which Duda 
confirmed is in the top three larg-
est classes of inductees from the 

school, just shy of the school’s re-
cord a few years ago at 57.

“I stand before you with a sense 
of pride and connection, as I was in-
ducted into the National Technical 

Honor Society at this very school, in 
almost this exact location, 25 years 
ago,” Duda said in his speech at the 
ceremony. “Being a part of NTHS 
remains one of the most cherished 
memories of my high school years.”

Following Duda’s initial wel-
coming statements, Cooperative 
Education Director Caitlin Phelps 
spoke about the purposes of the 

NTHS, symbolism of its logo. Inter-
im Principal Brenda Turner then led 
the Candlelight Ceremony, in which 
School Committee members lit can-
dles onstage that signified each of 

the values promoted by NTHS.
“Perseverance, achievement, 

teamwork, and honor; sound famil-
iar?” Turner asked. “I sure hope so; 
these are the core values at Path-
finder Tech, our path to profession-
alism. You all are shining examples 
of exactly what we are all about.”

Students honored in awards ceremony 
for National Technical Honors Society

Friends and family support Cameron 
Prosperi at Pulaski Park benefit

People are more 
likely to take steps 
forward on a path if 
they see footprints 
from others on the 
ground

— Eric Duda.

EDUCATION POLICE
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Turley Photos by Marcelo Gusmão

Abigail Mudgett received a pin from her sister to signify her induction into 
the NTHS.

Turley Photos by Marcelo Gusmão

The organizers posed with the guest of honor, (from left) Josette Before, Cameron Prosperi, and Dan Moore.

Turley Photos by Marcelo Gusmão

Juniors and seniors gathered on the school steps to take one big picture together before heading to the Harding Allen Estate for their prom.
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Out of the Darkness 
walk unites families 
and community 

By Paula Ouimette
Editor

pouimette@turley.com

WARE – When Kristen Murphy 
was planning the first ever Out of 
the Darkness Campus Walk to bring 
awareness to suicide and help pre-
vent it, she was hoping to reach 100 
participants.

This past Saturday, over 130 
people joined her and co-organizer 
School Resource Officer Jeannine 

Bonnayer at Grenville Park, raising 
over $4,600 to benefit the American 
Foundation for Suicide Prevention, 
an organization that Murphy and 
her family has received support 
from following the suicide of her 
son, Ethan Donnelly, last year.

At the start of the walk, Murphy 
thanked all of the participants for 
their support, as well as the busi-
nesses and organizations who spon-
sored the event. She thanked the 
Knights of Columbus for providing 
free hot dogs, and Ethan’s father 
Shawn’s band, Lyle’s Leftovers, 
who performed throughout the day. 

Suicide prevention walk 
exceeds goal in first yearexceeds goal in first year

Team Ethan led the first ever Out of the Darkness Campus Walk to benefit the American 
Foundation for Suicide Prevention held at Grenville Park this past Saturday,

Turley Photos by Paula Ouimette
School Resource Officer Jeannine Bonnayer (left) stands with the 
Massachusetts Chapter of the American Foundation for Suicide 
Prevention Special Events Manager, Heather Claflin. 

WARE – This past Monday 
evening’s annual town meeting 
failed to reach a quorum by just 
10 voters, and has been resched-
uled.

The annual town meeting will 
now be held on Monday, June 10 
at 6:30 p.m. in the auditorium of 
the Ware High School. 

Voters will take action on 27 
articles, four of which are expect-
ed to be dismissed. A quorum of 
100 registered voters is required 
in order to open the meeting and 
conduct necessary town business, 
including setting the fiscal year 
2025 budget and addressing town 
infrastructure needs. 

ATM lacks quorum, 
rescheduled to June 10

By Paula Ouimette
Editor

pouimette@turley.com

WARE – Graduating senior 
Zoey Bain has left a lasting leg-
acy at Ware Public Schools, with 
the gift of a painting, which was 
unveiled at Central Office last 
week.

On May 8, Bain was joined by 
her parents Tiffany and Matthew 
Bain, along with her grandmother, 
her art teachers, and many more 
school staff and administration, 
to celebrate the completion of her 
colorful painting that immediately 
draws the eye of anyone entering 
the building. 

Superintendent of Schools 

Michael Lovato thanked Bain for 
her contribution to the school dis-
trict, adding that he hopes to add 
more student artwork to Central 
Office in the near future.

“I recognize that it’s a piece of 
you,” Lovato said to Bain of her 
painting. “Thank you.”

Ware High senior gifts artwork to school

Ware High School senior 
Zoey Bain poses for a 
photo with her parents 
Matthew and Tiffany 
in front of her painting, 
which is displayed above 
the front desk in the 
Central Office.

Quaboag school 
mascot greets 
students and staff 

By Ryan Drago
Staff Writer 

rdrago@turley.com

WARREN – Every Friday 
morning, the students at Quaboag 
Regional Middle High School are 
greeted by their school mascot. 

Friday morning is now known 
as Cougar Fridays as the cougar 

mascot is awaiting students and 
staff at the student drop off. 

Behind the cougar mask is stu-
dent Kyle Withers. Every Friday 
morning, Withers gets up early and 
joins Superintendent of Schools 
Stephen Duff while he is on traffic 
duty for student drop off. 

Withers has participated in 
Cougar Fridays throughout the 
school year and enjoys greeting 
students each week. Every Friday 
morning, he stands out waving and 
sometime holding out a cool sign. 

Cougar FridaysCougar Fridays

Turley Photo by Ryan Drago
Warren Police Chief Gerald Millette and Superintendent Stephen Duff 
alongside the Quaboag cougar mascot during Cougar Fridays.

By Paula Ouimette
Editor

pouimette@turley.com

WEST BROOKFIELD – State 
Auditor Diana DiZoglio has one 
wish for her birthday on June 5, 
and that’s to gain the 13,000 sig-
natures needed to get a question on 
the November ballot. 

This ballot question would allow 
voters to compel the Legislature to 
be audited. The audit would be per-
formative, and also look at how tax 
dollars are being spent.

“This is the same type of audit 
we do for every other entity,” 
DiZoglio said. “Legislature is the 
only one refusing.”

Last fall, over 75,000 residents 
across the commonwealth signed 
a petition after DiZoglio’s request 
to audit the Senate and the House 
of Representatives was denied by 
the House Speaker and Senate 
President. 

DiZoglio and her office staff 
have been traveling to towns and 

Turley Photo by Paula Ouimette
State Auditor Diana DiZoglio 
speaks with residents at the 
West Brookfield Town Hall 
on May 5. DiZoglio is seek-
ing signatures to get a ques-
tion on the November bal-
lot regarding an audit of the 
state Legislature. 

State Auditor seeks signatures 
for November ballot question

By Paula Ouimette
Editor

pouimette@turley.com

Members of the Quaboag 
Hills Substance Use Alliance 
welcomed the new Prevention 
Director,  Emily Kirby, fol-
lowing the retirement of Gail 
Gramarossa.

At the May 13 meeting, Kirby 

introduced herself and shared 
information about her education 
and experience with substance use 
and harm reduction.

“We are in a complete void,” 
Kirby said, in terms of harm 
reduction in the Quaboag Hills 
area.

Kirby said there is no local 
access to syringes, with the clos-
est being Amherst and Worcester. 

She said there is also a need for 
more sharps disposals. 

Kirby grew up in Berkshire 
County and has a bachelor’s 
degree in nutrition and a master’s 
degree in public health and public 
policy. She has worked for WIC, 
Berkshire Regional Planning 
Commission and Berkshire Harm 

QHSUA welcomes new director

Please see WALK, page 6

Please see QHSUA, page5

Please see BAIN, page 3
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Senate candidate
visits selectmen
Mike Valanzola
visiting district towns

By Ellenor Downer
Staff Writer

OAKHAM- Despite a
Tuesday snowstorm, Oakham
selectmen still held their meeting.
Republican candidate for state
Senate, Mike Valanzola, intro-
duced himself to the two select-
men present, Eliot Starbard and
Matthew Broderick. James Erhard
of Sturbridge is also a running as a
Republican for the senate seat.
Valanzola said he hoped to visit the
selectmen in all 28 towns in the
Senate district. He stated that he
served two terms on the Wales
Board of Selectmen and is currently
chairman of the Tantasqua Regional
School Committee, a committee of
18 members that serves five towns. 

He explained to the selectmen
that his focus if elected would be

economy, education and commu-
nity. Of all the candidates for the
senate seat, he is the only one that
was a selectmen. He stated that
local aid and Chapter 70 money
were a priority. He said that now
they were the first areas cut, not
the first funded. He mentioned
that the legislature is more inter-
ested in funding new programs,
but that new programs take money
away from existing programs. 

He also said that the
Department of Elementary and
Secondary Education (DESE) was
a far too powerful bureaucracy.
DESE adopted common core state
standards initiative without a vote
of the legislature or input from
school districts. Selectman
Starbard said that he did not agree
with the income based net school
spending formula that determines
how much a town must spend on
education. Starbard said the town
has no way to collect any of the

See SELECTMEN, page 7

Green Energy Tips 
Barre Energy Committee

Beautiful icicles and prob-
lematic ice dams? If you have
icicles hanging or ice dam
issues, it is a sure sign you are
wasting money to melt the
snow on your roof by heat loss.
The payback for insulation is
fairly short, considering the
high cost of energy. It has been
below freezing for quite a while
resulting in very little melting
from the suns warmth. Compare
the snow on the roof of your
heated house to an unheated
garage, this will tell you how
energy efficient your house is or
is not.

State funds used to
promote regional
partnerships

Singing the night away

Turley Publications Photo by Amber King, an intern from Quabbin Regional High School. 

The band Crawdad E Creek held their sixth annual bonfire and food drive on Saturday, Feb. 8 at American Legion Post 2.

State approves Pathfinder roof project

Technology, health
networks advanced

By Emily Thurlow
Staff Writer

Through a program that is
intended to support regionalization
and other cost-saving initiatives that
will change the way local govern-
ments do business to maintain service
delivery and stretch every taxpayer
dollar as far as possible, the towns of
Palmer, Monson, Brimfield, Holland
and Wales will be among those com-

munities that benefit from the 37 pro-
jects slated to receive funding from
the $4 million Community Innovation
Challenge (CIC) grant program. 

“The CIC program is a major
component of the Patrick
Administration's commitment to pro-
vide cities and towns with the tools to
effectively manage resources and pro-
vide services to their residents,” said
Secretary of Administration and
Finance Glen Shor. “This program
provides an opportunity for neigh-
boring communities to build part-

BARRE - The town of Barre
will hold a rabies and microchip
clinic on Saturday, March 29 from
9 to 11 a.m. at the Barre DPW
Building, 441 Wheelwright Road.
Second Chance Animal Shelter will
be providing rabies vaccines for dogs
and cats for only $12. Microchipping
will also be available for $20 includ-
ing registration. Dogs must be on
leash and cats must be in carriers. If a
pet is eligible for a three year vaccine,
people bring prior vaccine paperwork
with them. Vaccines will be provided
by the licensed veterinarians of
Second Chance Animal Shelter, Inc.

Construction
expected to begin
late summer

By Douglas Farmer
Staff Writer

PALMER – After receiving
formal approval for funding of the
project from the Massachusetts
School Building Authority
(MSBA), a new roof will be placed
over the heads of staff and students
at Pathfinder Regional Vocational
Technical High School in Palmer
by the end of the year.

MSBA is expected to cover

about 62 percent of the project cost
or $2,003,781 of $3,273,620, with
the remaining $1,269,839 borne by
Pathfinder’s member towns, based
on enrollment.

Pathfinder’s member towns
include Palmer,
Ware, Belchertown,
Granby, Hardwick,
Monson, New
Braintree, Oakham
and Warren.

“Pursuant to the
terms of the MSBA’s

Accelerated Repair Program, the
district has 90 days to acquire and
certify local approval for an appro-
priation and all other necessary
local votes or approvals showing

acceptance of the cost, site, type,
scope and timeline for the pro-
posed project,” wrote John
McCarthy, executive director of
the MSBA in a Jan. 29 letter to Dr.
Gerald Paist, superintendent-direc-
tor of the Pathfinder regional dis-
trict. “Upon receipt of the certified
votes demonstrating local
approval, the MSBA and the dis-
trict will execute a project funding
agreement which will set forth the
terms and conditions pursuant to
which the district will receive its
grant from the MSBA.”

Within days of the receipt of
the letter, a preliminary meeting

See ROOF PROJECT, page 8 See CIC GRANT, page 8

Chocolates and so many to pick

Awards to be presented
at April 26 dinner

By Douglas Farmer
Staff Writer

PALMER — For every active
group or organization in town,
there are a number of key volun-
teers behind it, from church groups
like the United Church of Ware
and the First Church of Monson to
civic organizations like the Palmer
Lions Club and the Belchertown
Fair Committee, said Quaboag
Hills Chamber of Commerce
(QHCC) President Lenny Weake.
These are the people that – for the
most part – stay in the background
when the media shows up at an
event but are a vital part of bring-
ing community activities to life.

And it is recognition of that
fact that the QHCC is seeking
nominations for the 2014 Citizen

of the Year, of anyone from the
Chamber towns of Belchertown,
Brimfield, Brookfield, East
Brookfield, Hardwick, Holland,
Monson, New Braintree, North
Brookfield, Palmer, Spencer,
Wales, Ware, Warren and West
Brookfield.

Last year ’s winner was
Bobbie McAvoy of Ware, for her
work in holding collections for
troops overseas. At the time, she
said that she was thrilled to be
nominated, but didn’t believe she
was as deserving of the award as
others in the community.

And that is just the quality
that Weake said the committee that
judges Citizen of the Year nomina-
tions is looking for.

“These people are the ones
that don’t do it for the recognition
but without whose diligence the

Karen Anderson of Orange announces her
candidacy for state representative

Chamber eyes volunteer standouts

ORANGE - Karen Anderson, a
Republican, announced her candi-
dacy for the 2nd Franklin District
State Representative seat. She
declared, “For too long the needs of

our district
have been
ignored by the
people who
are supposed
to be repre-
senting us on
Beacon Hill.
We need
someone who
will be more
responsive to
the district's

needs. I will tirelessly work to pro-
tect our children. I will work to cre-
ate an economic environment that
welcomes job creation in our dis-
trict. Too many of us are being

squeezed between increasing prices
of the necessities, food, clothing
and shelter, on the one hand and
more and more taxes on the other.
When I am the Representative for
the people of this district I will
work to reduce our taxes to the
minimum level essential for good
government. I will fight to protect
our elderly and those on fixed
incomes from the spiraling costs of
food, medicine and housing.” 

“There are many non-govern-
ment agencies that do wonderful
work meeting the needs of the peo-
ple of our communities and help
people in ways that are both more
effective and more efficient than
similar government programs. As a
state Representative I will work to
have our state government encour-
age these NGO's and I will work to
eliminate any unnecessary regula-

tions that unreasonably hinder
them.”

“We have a serious problem:
too often the people in office now
have been only interested in play-
ing political games for their own
benefit instead of standing up for
the people they are supposed to rep-
resent,” Anderson charged. “I won't
be just one of the good old boys on
Beacon Hill. I know that state gov-
ernment can be made to work better
and I will work to see that it does.” 

Anderson, her husband, Robert
and their five sons and a daughter
live in Orange. She is the fourth
generation of her family to live in
Orange and has deep affection for
the area and its people.

The Anderson family is active
in a number of local organizations

Turley Publications Photo by Genevieve Fraser

Kay Berry writes out a minimum bid for items in the chocolate auction held on Sunday, Feb. 9
at the First Congregational Parish, Unitarian in Petersham. Proceeds from the chocolate auc-
tion will benefit the church building maintenance fund.

QRSD to hold
public budget
hearing

BARRE - The Quabbin
Regional School District (QRSD)
School Committee will meet on
Thursday, Feb. 27 at 6:30 p.m. at the
Quabbin Regional School District
Educational Support Center, 872
South St. At the conclusion of school
committee business, a public budget
hearing on the Quabbin Regional
School District FY15 budget will be
held. The public is invited to attend.

A copy of the FY2015 budget will
be available for review at the Central
Office, 872 South St. after 12 p.m.
(noon) on Tuesday, Feb. 25, 2014. 

Karen Anderson

Barre to hold
rabies clinic 

Petersham annual town
election is set for March 3

Blog about it in
our reader forum

www.gazetteforum.
wordpress.com

PETERSHAM - The
Petersham Annual Town Election
will be held on March 3. The
Board of Selectmen seat currently
held by Tim Clark, who has sub-
mitted his resignation as of March
3, will have a contest. Nancy Allen
of 17 Common Street has taken
out papers to fill the term. Dana
Kennan of 404 North Main Street
has notified the Town Clerk, Diana
Cooley, of his intention to run as a
write-in for the position.  

The Board of Assessors will
also have a contest. Fredrik “Rick”
Marsh has signed to serve in the

position once again. Ellen Anderson
of 20 Dana Road has taken out
papers to challenge for the seat.

Other positions on the bal-
lot, which are all three year terms
and signed by the incumbents are
Moderator – Bart Wendell, Board
of Selectmen – Frederik Marsh,
Treasurer – Dana Robinson, Board
of Health – Kaye Cousens,
Petersham School Committee –
Russell Fontaine, Planning Board –
John Lawson and Planning Board
– Fraser Sinclair. The position of
Trustees of Public Library, current-
ly held by Annette Ermini, is open. 

See ANDERSON, page 9

See CHAMBER, page 10
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Senate candidate
visits selectmen
Mike Valanzola
visiting district towns

By Ellenor Downer
Staff Writer

OAKHAM- Despite a
Tuesday snowstorm, Oakham
selectmen still held their meeting.
Republican candidate for state
Senate, Mike Valanzola, intro-
duced himself to the two select-
men present, Eliot Starbard and
Matthew Broderick. James Erhard
of Sturbridge is also a running as a
Republican for the senate seat.
Valanzola said he hoped to visit the
selectmen in all 28 towns in the
Senate district. He stated that he
served two terms on the Wales
Board of Selectmen and is currently
chairman of the Tantasqua Regional
School Committee, a committee of
18 members that serves five towns. 

He explained to the selectmen
that his focus if elected would be

economy, education and commu-
nity. Of all the candidates for the
senate seat, he is the only one that
was a selectmen. He stated that
local aid and Chapter 70 money
were a priority. He said that now
they were the first areas cut, not
the first funded. He mentioned
that the legislature is more inter-
ested in funding new programs,
but that new programs take money
away from existing programs. 

He also said that the
Department of Elementary and
Secondary Education (DESE) was
a far too powerful bureaucracy.
DESE adopted common core state
standards initiative without a vote
of the legislature or input from
school districts. Selectman
Starbard said that he did not agree
with the income based net school
spending formula that determines
how much a town must spend on
education. Starbard said the town
has no way to collect any of the

See SELECTMEN, page 7

Green Energy Tips 
Barre Energy Committee

Beautiful icicles and prob-
lematic ice dams? If you have
icicles hanging or ice dam
issues, it is a sure sign you are
wasting money to melt the
snow on your roof by heat loss.
The payback for insulation is
fairly short, considering the
high cost of energy. It has been
below freezing for quite a while
resulting in very little melting
from the suns warmth. Compare
the snow on the roof of your
heated house to an unheated
garage, this will tell you how
energy efficient your house is or
is not.

State funds used to
promote regional
partnerships

Singing the night away

Turley Publications Photo by Amber King, an intern from Quabbin Regional High School. 

The band Crawdad E Creek held their sixth annual bonfire and food drive on Saturday, Feb. 8 at American Legion Post 2.

State approves Pathfinder roof project

Technology, health
networks advanced

By Emily Thurlow
Staff Writer

Through a program that is
intended to support regionalization
and other cost-saving initiatives that
will change the way local govern-
ments do business to maintain service
delivery and stretch every taxpayer
dollar as far as possible, the towns of
Palmer, Monson, Brimfield, Holland
and Wales will be among those com-

munities that benefit from the 37 pro-
jects slated to receive funding from
the $4 million Community Innovation
Challenge (CIC) grant program. 

“The CIC program is a major
component of the Patrick
Administration's commitment to pro-
vide cities and towns with the tools to
effectively manage resources and pro-
vide services to their residents,” said
Secretary of Administration and
Finance Glen Shor. “This program
provides an opportunity for neigh-
boring communities to build part-

BARRE - The town of Barre
will hold a rabies and microchip
clinic on Saturday, March 29 from
9 to 11 a.m. at the Barre DPW
Building, 441 Wheelwright Road.
Second Chance Animal Shelter will
be providing rabies vaccines for dogs
and cats for only $12. Microchipping
will also be available for $20 includ-
ing registration. Dogs must be on
leash and cats must be in carriers. If a
pet is eligible for a three year vaccine,
people bring prior vaccine paperwork
with them. Vaccines will be provided
by the licensed veterinarians of
Second Chance Animal Shelter, Inc.

Construction
expected to begin
late summer

By Douglas Farmer
Staff Writer

PALMER – After receiving
formal approval for funding of the
project from the Massachusetts
School Building Authority
(MSBA), a new roof will be placed
over the heads of staff and students
at Pathfinder Regional Vocational
Technical High School in Palmer
by the end of the year.

MSBA is expected to cover

about 62 percent of the project cost
or $2,003,781 of $3,273,620, with
the remaining $1,269,839 borne by
Pathfinder’s member towns, based
on enrollment.

Pathfinder’s member towns
include Palmer,
Ware, Belchertown,
Granby, Hardwick,
Monson, New
Braintree, Oakham
and Warren.

“Pursuant to the
terms of the MSBA’s

Accelerated Repair Program, the
district has 90 days to acquire and
certify local approval for an appro-
priation and all other necessary
local votes or approvals showing

acceptance of the cost, site, type,
scope and timeline for the pro-
posed project,” wrote John
McCarthy, executive director of
the MSBA in a Jan. 29 letter to Dr.
Gerald Paist, superintendent-direc-
tor of the Pathfinder regional dis-
trict. “Upon receipt of the certified
votes demonstrating local
approval, the MSBA and the dis-
trict will execute a project funding
agreement which will set forth the
terms and conditions pursuant to
which the district will receive its
grant from the MSBA.”

Within days of the receipt of
the letter, a preliminary meeting

See ROOF PROJECT, page 8 See CIC GRANT, page 8

Chocolates and so many to pick

Awards to be presented
at April 26 dinner

By Douglas Farmer
Staff Writer

PALMER — For every active
group or organization in town,
there are a number of key volun-
teers behind it, from church groups
like the United Church of Ware
and the First Church of Monson to
civic organizations like the Palmer
Lions Club and the Belchertown
Fair Committee, said Quaboag
Hills Chamber of Commerce
(QHCC) President Lenny Weake.
These are the people that – for the
most part – stay in the background
when the media shows up at an
event but are a vital part of bring-
ing community activities to life.

And it is recognition of that
fact that the QHCC is seeking
nominations for the 2014 Citizen

of the Year, of anyone from the
Chamber towns of Belchertown,
Brimfield, Brookfield, East
Brookfield, Hardwick, Holland,
Monson, New Braintree, North
Brookfield, Palmer, Spencer,
Wales, Ware, Warren and West
Brookfield.

Last year ’s winner was
Bobbie McAvoy of Ware, for her
work in holding collections for
troops overseas. At the time, she
said that she was thrilled to be
nominated, but didn’t believe she
was as deserving of the award as
others in the community.

And that is just the quality
that Weake said the committee that
judges Citizen of the Year nomina-
tions is looking for.

“These people are the ones
that don’t do it for the recognition
but without whose diligence the

Karen Anderson of Orange announces her
candidacy for state representative

Chamber eyes volunteer standouts

ORANGE - Karen Anderson, a
Republican, announced her candi-
dacy for the 2nd Franklin District
State Representative seat. She
declared, “For too long the needs of

our district
have been
ignored by the
people who
are supposed
to be repre-
senting us on
Beacon Hill.
We need
someone who
will be more
responsive to
the district's

needs. I will tirelessly work to pro-
tect our children. I will work to cre-
ate an economic environment that
welcomes job creation in our dis-
trict. Too many of us are being

squeezed between increasing prices
of the necessities, food, clothing
and shelter, on the one hand and
more and more taxes on the other.
When I am the Representative for
the people of this district I will
work to reduce our taxes to the
minimum level essential for good
government. I will fight to protect
our elderly and those on fixed
incomes from the spiraling costs of
food, medicine and housing.” 

“There are many non-govern-
ment agencies that do wonderful
work meeting the needs of the peo-
ple of our communities and help
people in ways that are both more
effective and more efficient than
similar government programs. As a
state Representative I will work to
have our state government encour-
age these NGO's and I will work to
eliminate any unnecessary regula-

tions that unreasonably hinder
them.”

“We have a serious problem:
too often the people in office now
have been only interested in play-
ing political games for their own
benefit instead of standing up for
the people they are supposed to rep-
resent,” Anderson charged. “I won't
be just one of the good old boys on
Beacon Hill. I know that state gov-
ernment can be made to work better
and I will work to see that it does.” 

Anderson, her husband, Robert
and their five sons and a daughter
live in Orange. She is the fourth
generation of her family to live in
Orange and has deep affection for
the area and its people.

The Anderson family is active
in a number of local organizations
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Kay Berry writes out a minimum bid for items in the chocolate auction held on Sunday, Feb. 9
at the First Congregational Parish, Unitarian in Petersham. Proceeds from the chocolate auc-
tion will benefit the church building maintenance fund.
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BARRE - The Quabbin
Regional School District (QRSD)
School Committee will meet on
Thursday, Feb. 27 at 6:30 p.m. at the
Quabbin Regional School District
Educational Support Center, 872
South St. At the conclusion of school
committee business, a public budget
hearing on the Quabbin Regional
School District FY15 budget will be
held. The public is invited to attend.

A copy of the FY2015 budget will
be available for review at the Central
Office, 872 South St. after 12 p.m.
(noon) on Tuesday, Feb. 25, 2014. 
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Board of Selectmen seat currently
held by Tim Clark, who has sub-
mitted his resignation as of March
3, will have a contest. Nancy Allen
of 17 Common Street has taken
out papers to fill the term. Dana
Kennan of 404 North Main Street
has notified the Town Clerk, Diana
Cooley, of his intention to run as a
write-in for the position.  

The Board of Assessors will
also have a contest. Fredrik “Rick”
Marsh has signed to serve in the

position once again. Ellen Anderson
of 20 Dana Road has taken out
papers to challenge for the seat.

Other positions on the bal-
lot, which are all three year terms
and signed by the incumbents are
Moderator – Bart Wendell, Board
of Selectmen – Frederik Marsh,
Treasurer – Dana Robinson, Board
of Health – Kaye Cousens,
Petersham School Committee –
Russell Fontaine, Planning Board –
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– Fraser Sinclair. The position of
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visits selectmen
Mike Valanzola
visiting district towns

By Ellenor Downer
Staff Writer

OAKHAM- Despite a
Tuesday snowstorm, Oakham
selectmen still held their meeting.
Republican candidate for state
Senate, Mike Valanzola, intro-
duced himself to the two select-
men present, Eliot Starbard and
Matthew Broderick. James Erhard
of Sturbridge is also a running as a
Republican for the senate seat.
Valanzola said he hoped to visit the
selectmen in all 28 towns in the
Senate district. He stated that he
served two terms on the Wales
Board of Selectmen and is currently
chairman of the Tantasqua Regional
School Committee, a committee of
18 members that serves five towns. 

He explained to the selectmen
that his focus if elected would be

economy, education and commu-
nity. Of all the candidates for the
senate seat, he is the only one that
was a selectmen. He stated that
local aid and Chapter 70 money
were a priority. He said that now
they were the first areas cut, not
the first funded. He mentioned
that the legislature is more inter-
ested in funding new programs,
but that new programs take money
away from existing programs. 

He also said that the
Department of Elementary and
Secondary Education (DESE) was
a far too powerful bureaucracy.
DESE adopted common core state
standards initiative without a vote
of the legislature or input from
school districts. Selectman
Starbard said that he did not agree
with the income based net school
spending formula that determines
how much a town must spend on
education. Starbard said the town
has no way to collect any of the
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lematic ice dams? If you have
icicles hanging or ice dam
issues, it is a sure sign you are
wasting money to melt the
snow on your roof by heat loss.
The payback for insulation is
fairly short, considering the
high cost of energy. It has been
below freezing for quite a while
resulting in very little melting
from the suns warmth. Compare
the snow on the roof of your
heated house to an unheated
garage, this will tell you how
energy efficient your house is or
is not.
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State approves Pathfinder roof project

Technology, health
networks advanced

By Emily Thurlow
Staff Writer

Through a program that is
intended to support regionalization
and other cost-saving initiatives that
will change the way local govern-
ments do business to maintain service
delivery and stretch every taxpayer
dollar as far as possible, the towns of
Palmer, Monson, Brimfield, Holland
and Wales will be among those com-

munities that benefit from the 37 pro-
jects slated to receive funding from
the $4 million Community Innovation
Challenge (CIC) grant program. 

“The CIC program is a major
component of the Patrick
Administration's commitment to pro-
vide cities and towns with the tools to
effectively manage resources and pro-
vide services to their residents,” said
Secretary of Administration and
Finance Glen Shor. “This program
provides an opportunity for neigh-
boring communities to build part-

BARRE - The town of Barre
will hold a rabies and microchip
clinic on Saturday, March 29 from
9 to 11 a.m. at the Barre DPW
Building, 441 Wheelwright Road.
Second Chance Animal Shelter will
be providing rabies vaccines for dogs
and cats for only $12. Microchipping
will also be available for $20 includ-
ing registration. Dogs must be on
leash and cats must be in carriers. If a
pet is eligible for a three year vaccine,
people bring prior vaccine paperwork
with them. Vaccines will be provided
by the licensed veterinarians of
Second Chance Animal Shelter, Inc.

Construction
expected to begin
late summer

By Douglas Farmer
Staff Writer

PALMER – After receiving
formal approval for funding of the
project from the Massachusetts
School Building Authority
(MSBA), a new roof will be placed
over the heads of staff and students
at Pathfinder Regional Vocational
Technical High School in Palmer
by the end of the year.

MSBA is expected to cover

about 62 percent of the project cost
or $2,003,781 of $3,273,620, with
the remaining $1,269,839 borne by
Pathfinder’s member towns, based
on enrollment.

Pathfinder’s member towns
include Palmer,
Ware, Belchertown,
Granby, Hardwick,
Monson, New
Braintree, Oakham
and Warren.

“Pursuant to the
terms of the MSBA’s

Accelerated Repair Program, the
district has 90 days to acquire and
certify local approval for an appro-
priation and all other necessary
local votes or approvals showing

acceptance of the cost, site, type,
scope and timeline for the pro-
posed project,” wrote John
McCarthy, executive director of
the MSBA in a Jan. 29 letter to Dr.
Gerald Paist, superintendent-direc-
tor of the Pathfinder regional dis-
trict. “Upon receipt of the certified
votes demonstrating local
approval, the MSBA and the dis-
trict will execute a project funding
agreement which will set forth the
terms and conditions pursuant to
which the district will receive its
grant from the MSBA.”

Within days of the receipt of
the letter, a preliminary meeting
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Hills Chamber of Commerce
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event but are a vital part of bring-
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nominated, but didn’t believe she
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Beacon Hill.
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tect our children. I will work to cre-
ate an economic environment that
welcomes job creation in our dis-
trict. Too many of us are being

squeezed between increasing prices
of the necessities, food, clothing
and shelter, on the one hand and
more and more taxes on the other.
When I am the Representative for
the people of this district I will
work to reduce our taxes to the
minimum level essential for good
government. I will fight to protect
our elderly and those on fixed
incomes from the spiraling costs of
food, medicine and housing.” 

“There are many non-govern-
ment agencies that do wonderful
work meeting the needs of the peo-
ple of our communities and help
people in ways that are both more
effective and more efficient than
similar government programs. As a
state Representative I will work to
have our state government encour-
age these NGO's and I will work to
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tions that unreasonably hinder
them.”

“We have a serious problem:
too often the people in office now
have been only interested in play-
ing political games for their own
benefit instead of standing up for
the people they are supposed to rep-
resent,” Anderson charged. “I won't
be just one of the good old boys on
Beacon Hill. I know that state gov-
ernment can be made to work better
and I will work to see that it does.” 

Anderson, her husband, Robert
and their five sons and a daughter
live in Orange. She is the fourth
generation of her family to live in
Orange and has deep affection for
the area and its people.
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out papers to fill the term. Dana
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Marsh has signed to serve in the
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of 20 Dana Road has taken out
papers to challenge for the seat.
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and signed by the incumbents are
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Historical Society exhibit
By Eric Goodhart

Correspondent

RUTLAND – Who would have 
“thunk” it? 

This past Saturday the popular 
Historical Society in Rutland drew 
an enthusiastic group interested 
in wedding gowns worn by brides 
over the decades. When I told my 
bride, Carol, that was where I was 
going on Saturday, she immedi-
ately decided to be my chaperone.

I was glad she came because 
she has a talent for finding and 
wearing all things tasteful and 
stylish in clothes. We met several 
ladies, who had beautiful wedding 
photos and gowns of their own on 
display. She immersed herself into 
conversation.

There were family photos taken 
in the 1932 of a grandmother’s, 
wedding, then in 1962 of the 
mother’s and in 1992 of a daugh-
ter. Occasionally, a photo would 
show a mother and daughter wear-
ing the same dress. Discussion 
about the similarity of three dress-
es would spark debate around the 
refreshment table as to whether 
a bride was wearing a carefully 
preserved wedding dress of the 
mother and the grandmother. 
Unsurprisingly, it was a male who 
assumed that to be the case. It 
took a little while, but he humbly 
admitted his error and agreed to 
have his eyes checked.  

Select 
Board 
accepts 
articles
Finance Committee to 
review them next

By Ellenor Downer
edowner@turley.com

OAKHAM – The Oakham 
Select Board went over the arti-
cles for the Annual Town Meeting 
at their Monday, May 6 meeting.

After going through all the 
articles on the warrant, the 
Board voted unanimously to 
accept them as presented. The 
Finance Committee will meet on 
Wednesday to go over the arti-
cles. Select Board Chair Donald 
Haapakoski read each article. 

Some of first articles are stan-
dard articles, which appear on the 
warrant annually. They include 
accepting town reports as print-
ed, authorizing the treasurer to 
borrow money, authorizing the 
Select Board to set salaries, 
accepting Chapter 90 funds and 
approving limits on the town’s 
revolving funds. 

State Auditor seeks signatures for ballot question
By Paula Ouimette

pouimette@turley.com

WEST BROOKFIELD – State 
Auditor Diana DiZoglio has one 
wish for her birthday on June 5, 
and that’s to gain the 13,000 sig-
natures needed to get a question on 
the November ballot. 

This ballot question would 
allow voters to compel the 
Legislature to be audited. The audit 
would be performative, and also 
look at how tax dollars are being 
spent.

“This is the same type of audit 
we do for every other entity,” 
DiZoglio said. “Legislature is the 
only one refusing.”

Last fall, over 75,000 residents 
across the commonwealth signed 
a petition after DiZoglio’s request 
to audit the Senate and the House 
of Representatives was denied by 
the House Speaker and Senate 
President. 

DiZoglio and her office staff 
have been traveling to towns and 
cities, asking for help to collect 
the necessary signatures before the 
deadline, making a stop in West 
Brookfield on May 5.

DiZoglio said she has a “deep 
love and affection” for policy 
making and transparency in the 

Legislature, after spend-
ing six years as a state 
representative and four 
years as a state senator 
before taking her cur-
rent office in 2023. 

“We do so many 
g r e a t  t h ings  he r e 
in  Massachuset ts ,” 
DiZoglio said. 

Despite this, the 
c o m m o n w e a l t h  i s 
ranked one of the least 
transparent state govern-
ments, she said. 

“As your state auditor I’ve been 
given the really unique opportu-
nity to have a platform; a singular 
voice,” she said. “We need trans-
parency. There are a lot of tough 
conversations that need to be had.”

DiZoglio said she has been 
reflecting on the saying, “knowl-
edge is power,” and she feels that 
this applies to a legislative audit, 
and how its results will spread 
knowledge and power back to the 
voters. 

“I’ve seen knowledge hoarded, 
essentially, by people in power,” 
she said. “If we have knowledge 
about state budget and govern-
ment, we have an opportunity to 
join in – to rise against or support.” 

DiZoglio said her office works 

to “bring light” to over 
200 state entities. She 
is it is common practice 
in many other states to 
audit the Legislature 
regularly as well.

“The decisions that 
impact us all should be 
made in the light of say,” 
she said. 

DiZoglio said no sys-
tem is perfect, but that 
the government should 
strive to be better. 

“Our goal and our mission 
is to help,” she said of the State 
Auditor’s office. “To make sure 
everyday people get the best ser-
vices.”

DiZoglio said the government 
cannot improve its service to con-
stituents if potential problems can’t 
be identified and addressed. She 
said it’s “deeply concerning” that 
her office’s efforts to get access to 
the Legislature have been demon-
ized and talked down about. 

“It doesn’t say a lot of good 
things about how our system is 
running. What is there to hide?” 
she said. 

DiZoglio said there have been 
113 audits of the Legislature com-
pleted by her office dating back to 
1849. Now, they are unable to get 

access to information about public 
tax dollars, she said.

DiZoglio said the audit is a non-
partisan issue, and it’s more about 
those who have power and those 
who do not. 

“Leadership has a lot of power,” 
she said.

Retaliation is also a common 
occurrence is the Legislature, 
DiZoglio said, adding that this 
behavior is “unacceptable.”

She said retaliation directed at 
herself personally is missing the 
mark, and coming back on the vot-
ers who elected her. 

“This  is  something that 
need to be talked about over 
and over again…This is not the 
Massachusetts we know and love,” 
she said. 

DiZoglio urged residents 
to “have a seat at the table” 
before decisions are made in the 
Legislature, asking them to help 
gather the remaining signatures for 
the ballot question before the June 
5 deadline. 

Quaboag Hills Substance Use Alliance welcomes new director
By Paula Ouimette

pouimette@turley.com

Members of the Quaboag Hills 
Substance Use Alliance welcomed 
the new Prevention Director, 
Emily Kirby, following the retire-
ment of Gail Gramarossa.

At the May 13 meeting, Kirby 
introduced herself and shared 
information about her education 
and experience with substance use 
and harm reduction.

“We are in a complete void,” 
Kirby said, in terms of harm reduc-
tion in the Quaboag Hills area.

Kirby said there is no local 
access to syringes, with the closest 
being Amherst and Worcester. She 
said there is also a need for more 
sharps disposals. 

Kirby grew up in Berkshire 

County and has a bachelor’s 
degree in nutrition and a mas-
ter’s degree in public health and 
public policy. She has worked for 
WIC, Berkshire Regional Planning 
Commission and Berkshire Harm 
Reduction. 

“I’ve had a lot of hands-on 
experience in harm reduction,” 
Kirby said. 

Recovery Center 
of HOPE update

Communi ty  Engagement 
Coordinator for QHSUA Abaigeal 
Duda said the Recovery Center of 
HOPE is an all pathways, regional 
recovery center on Main Street in 
Ware.

The idea to create the cen-
ter (as well as the QHSUA) was 
discussed 10 years ago by the 

Quaboag Hi l ls  Communi ty 
Coalition, as a way to address the 
opioid crisis and substance use.

“They started a group that even-
tually became the QHSUA and one 
of their main goals was to start a 
recovery center,” Duda said. 

Duda said the members did a 
lot of hard work, and now there is 
the Recover Center of Hope at 52 
and 78 Main St., which is over-
seen by the Western Massachusetts 
Training Consortium.

“This wouldn’t have happened 
without them. Now, they do such a 
good job making sure this contin-
ues,” Duda said of the consortium.

Duda said the best thing about 
the center is the feeling you get 
when you walk through the door.

“These are great people, and 
it  makes all the difference,” 

Duda said. 
Representing the Recovery 

Center of HOPE were Julie Lutz, 
Operations & Administration 
Coordinator and Susan Daley, 
Volunteer & Outreach Coordinator. 

Daley said the center is truly a 
community, and it is run by peo-
ple in recovery, as well as friends, 
family members and allies. 

Lutz said the center provides 
social support for people in recov-
ery.

“Our peer recovery center sup-
ports people on their recovery 
journey…to move forward and 
build a meaningful life in recov-
ery,” she said. 

Lutz said substance use affects 
all people in one way or anoth-
er, and that the center provides an 
environment where people can 

engage in safe dialogue.
“We always welcome non-

judgemental and compassionate 
curiosity,” she said. Lutz said All 
Recovery meetings are inclusive 
and nondenominational. 

Daley said peers determine 
what, when and how activities are 
offered at the center. Hours at the 
center have also increased signifi-
cantly, offering support Monday 
through Saturday. 

All Recovery meetings are 
held Monday through Friday at 
11:30 a.m., with additional times 
on Tuesday at 4 p.m., Friday at 6 
p.m. and Saturday at 12:30 p.m. A 
Wellness Hour is held on Tuesday 
and Thursday at 1 p.m. 

Coffee hours are held on 
Mondays from 1-2 p.m. and a 
book club has started on the first 

and third Monday of each month 
at 2 p.m. A peer-led writing group 
meets on Thursdays at 2 p.m. 

Game nights provide fun for 
the whole family on the third 
Tuesday of each month at 5 p.m. 
Community Growth Meetings 
to develop new ideas and make 
important decisions for the center 
are held on the fourth Wednesday 
of the month.

Snack and Spruce gives the 
community a chance to enjoy 
snacks and music while they clean 
the center on the second Tuesday 
of the month at 5:30 p.m.

“We just kind of take care of the 
space that takes care of us,” Lutz 
said.

Art hour is held from 1:30-2:30 

Photo by Jessica Legassey

The photographer took this photo of the northern lights 
on Friday, May 10 in Rutland.

Northern lights illuminate the sky

State Auditor 
Diana DiZoglio

Turley photos by Eric Goodhart

Judith Menard of Oakham had a display of bridal gowns along with other memorabilia.
This is the wedding photo Louse Frappier Oscar Michaud from 1940. They married when 
he was home on leave.

See BALLOT, page 9

See DIRECTOR, page 11

See BRIDES, page 9See ARTICLES, page 3
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BY RYAN DRAGO
Staff Writer 
rdrago@turley.com

LUDLOW – The third annu-
al spaghetti dinner fundraiser 
has held last Thursday to benefit 
Nick’s Waves of Change, Inc., a 
charitable organization based out 

of Belchertown with a mission to 
give back to the community in the 
form of educational scholarships 
and research. 

The organization was created 
in 2022 in honor of Nicholas R. 
Boileau. According to his family 
Nick fought bravely and main-
tained a strong and positive atti-

tude during his battle with acute 
myeloid leukemia. 

Nick’s inspiring words are 
highlighted throughout the annu-
al spaghetti fundraiser and read 
“small waves may ripple into 
something amazing.”

Part of Nick’s Waves of Change 
mission is to focus on making 

waves in their community that 
will hopefully ripple into some-
thing amazing. 

Jennifer Boileau of Nick’s 
Waves of Change and Nick’s 
mother said the annual spaghetti 
fundraiser is their largest fund-

BY RYAN DRAGO
Staff Writer 
rdrago@turley.com

BELCHERTOWN – The Clapp 
Memorial Library welcomed 
author and cartoonist Jonathan 
Todd to present a writing work-
shop for kids.

The graphic novel and comic 
book workshop took place at 
the Town Hall and was fund-
ed by the Massachusetts Center 
for the Book. Chartered as the 
Commonwealth Affiliate of the 
Center for the Book in the Library 
of Congress, Massachusetts 
Center for the Book is a com-
monwealth-funded public charity 
charged with developing, support-
ing, and promoting cultural pro-
gramming that will advance the 
cause of books and reading and 
enhance the outreach potential of 

BY PAULA OUIMETTE
Editor
pouimette@turley.com

Members of the Quaboag 
Hills Substance Use Alliance 
welcomed the new Prevention 
Director, Emily Kirby, fol-
lowing the retirement of Gail 
Gramarossa.

At the May 13 meeting, Kirby 
introduced herself and shared 
information about her education 
and experience with substance 
use and harm reduction.

“We are in a complete void,” 
Kirby said, in terms of harm 
reduction in the Quaboag Hills 
area.

Kirby said there is no local 
access to syringes, with the 
closest being Amherst and 
Worcester. She said there is also 

a need for more sharps dispos-
als. 

Kirby grew up in Berkshire 
County and has a bachelor’s 
degree in nutrition and a mas-
ter’s degree in public health and 
public policy. She has worked 
for WIC, Berkshire Regional 
Planning Commission and 
Berkshire Harm Reduction. 

“I’ve had a lot of hands-on 
experience in harm reduction,” 
Kirby said. 

Recovery Center
 of HOPE update

Community Engagement 
Coord ina to r  fo r  QHSUA 
Aba igea l  Duda  sa id  the 
Recovery Center of HOPE is an 
all pathways, regional recovery 

BY EMILY-ROSE PAPPAS
Staff Writer
epappas@turley.com 

GRANBY – The School 
Committee met to finalize 
the dates for interviews to be 
held for the candidates for 
Superintendent. 

The May 7 meeting was 
led by Chair Jennifer Bartosz 
who was joined by Vice-Chair 
Jill Pelletier, and members 
Michael Durham and George 
Bahlke. 

Also in attendance were 
Sup e r in t enden t  S t eph en 
Sullivan, Director of Finance 
and Operations Todd Dorman, 
Student Representative Cole 
Fuller, and Granby Education 
Association Representative 
Cheryl Denette. 

Superintendent search 
The committee discussed 

a final completed list of the 
candidates for the position of 
superintendent.

“We’re  hear ing back,” 
Durham said. “I think at 
this point we want to start to 

All the volunteers and 
members of Nick’s 

Waves of Change had 
their 3rd annual Spa-

ghetti Dinner Fundraiser 
at the Ludlow Elks. 

Annual fundraiser benefittedAnnual fundraiser benefitted
NNIICK’S WAVES OF CHANGECK’S WAVES OF CHANGE

Committee 
sets dates 
for supt. 
interviews

QHSUA welcomes new 
director, Emily Kirby

Author provides a graphic novel workshop

TURLEY PHOTO BY RYAN DRAGO
Kids gathered while Jonathan Todd showed his cartoonist skills during his workshop.

Please see NICK’S, page 10Please see INTERVIEWS, page 8

Please see QHSUA, page 16Please see WORKSHOP, page 16
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BBB IS BACK at Farmer Matt’s
Join us at the Farm Thursday, May 23 from 4:30 - 8:00 PM 
for great music, local beer, and mouthwatering food.

Upcoming BBB dates
Thursday, May 23
Thursday, June 20
Thursday, July 25

Thursday, August 22
Thursday, Sept. 19
Thursday, October 31

By Ryan Drago
Staff Writer 

rdrago@turley.com 

STURBRIDGE – Tanta-
squa Regional High School 
hosted the Credit for Life fair 
last week welcoming hundreds 
of high school students.

The senior classes of Tan-
tasqua, Quaboag, and North 
Brookfield schools gathered at 

the gymnasium where dozens 
of volunteers were prepared to 
assist the students in the fair. 
Credit for Life is where stu-
dents learn the real-life bud-
geting and money management 
skills they will use throughout 
their lifetime. 

Tantasqua High School 
Principal Peter Dufresne wel-
comed the students and volun-
teers. He described the Credit 

for Life fair as a “real world 
simulation of how to work 
your finances.”

Dufresne commented on 
how great the fair is and en-
couraged all the seniors to learn 
as much as possible. If  Credit 
for Life had existed when he 
was a student, Dufresne admit-
ted that he would’ve wanted to 
experience it.

Credit for Life fair takes 
place at Tantasqua

By Paula Ouimette
Editor

pouimette@turley.com

WEST BROOKFIELD – 
State Auditor Diana DiZoglio 
has one wish for her birthday 
on June 5, and that’s to gain the 
13,000 signatures needed to get 
a question on the November 
ballot. 

This ballot question would 
allow voters to compel the Leg-
islature to be audited. The au-
dit would be performative, and 
also look at how tax dollars are 
being spent.

“This is the same type of au-
dit we do for every other enti-
ty,” DiZoglio said. “Legislature 

State Auditor Diana DiZoglio speaks 
with residents at the West Brookfield 
Town Hall on May 5. DiZoglio is seeking 
signatures to get a question on the No-
vember ballot regarding an audit of the 
state Legislature.  TURLEY PHOTO BY PAULA 
OUIMETTE

State Auditor seeks 
signatures for November 
ballot question

See CREDIT   I   PAGE 8

See BALLOT   I   PAGE 11

By Paula Ouimette
Editor

pouimette@turley.com

NORTH BROOKFIELD 
– North Brookfield Public 
Schools partnered with the 
Quaboag Hills Substance Use 
Alliance to bring John Morello 
and his one-man performance 
of “Dirt” to both the students 
and the community.

Before the start of the eve-
ning performance on May 8, 
community members had the 
opportunity to meet with over 
a dozen local organizations 
who shared information about 
the services they provide.

Funded by a grant from 
the office of Worcester Coun-
ty District Attorney Joseph D. 
Early Jr., “Dirt” touches on the 
challenges that young people 
are facing today, including bul-
lying, substance use and men-
tal health issues.

John Morello performs 
‘Dirt’ for community

John Morello performed “Dirt” at North 
Brookfield Elementary School last week 
to kick off Student Wellness Week. TURLEY 
PHOTO BY PAULA OUIMETTESee ‘DIRT’   I   PAGE 12

By Paula Ouimette
Editor

pouimette@turley.com

NORTH BROOKFIELD 
– Superintendent Tim McCor-
mick gave an update for the 
school district’s proposed fiscal 
year 2025 budget during a pub-
lic hearing.

At the May 9 hearing, Mc-
Cormick thanked the school 
district’s leadership team for 
their work to help build the 

budget.
McCormick said his update 

includes additional increased 
offsets and proposed cuts for 
the next school year.

“We want to make sure this 
budget is accurate, is transpar-
ent…and based on the needs 
of our students,” McCormick 
said. “We’re in this business 
for our students so our budget 
needs to reflect our priorities 
and our plan for achievement 
for all of our students.”

He said the preservation of 
resources is always the top pri-
ority, but they are always look-
ing for continuous growth and 
improvement for the school 
district.

McCormick said not much 
has changed with the pro-
posed FY 25 budget that he 
first presented in January in the 
amount of $7,828,605.89.

He said based off of recom-
mendations from the Finance 

Public hearing looks at changes for FY 25 budget

Tantasqua High School Principal Pete Dufresne and Jodie Gerulaitis of Country Bank welcome students to the Credit for Life fair that 
took place at the Tantasqua High School gymnasium.  TURLEY PHOTO BY RYAN DRAGO

See BUDGET   I   PAGE 15



BELCHERTOWN

Belchertown Skate Park
70 State St.
Skateboarding

Jabish Brook Conservation Area
Off US 202/Daniel Shays Highway
Hiking, hunting, fishing, skiing
Lake Wallace
70 State St.
Hiking, hunting, fishing

Meads Corner Conservation Area
Intersection of Gold St. & Gulf Rd.
Hiking, hunting, skiing

Norwottuck Rail Trail
Warren Wright Rd.
Walking, biking

Piper Farm Recreation Area
Off US 202, 1/4 mile south from
Town Hall
Hiking, skiing, snowmobiling

Quabbin Reservoir Reservation
Entrance off Route 9
Biking, hiking, and picnics

Reed Conservation Area
57 South Main Street
Hiking, fishing, hunting, skiing and
picnic

Scarborough Conservation Area
Intersection of N. Gulf Rd. & Gulf Rd.
Hiking, hunting, fishing, skiing, picnic

Town Beach at Lake Arcadia
21 Town Beach Rd.
Swimming, Picnic

BRIMFIELD

Brimfield State Forest
86 Dearth Hill Rd.
Hiking, walking, horseback riding,
fishing, hunting, and snowmobiling

BROOKFIELD

Brookfield Rec. Park – Lewis Field
2 Main St.
Hiking, walking and running.

Knox Trail
Off Route 148 - Devil’s Elbow Road
Hiking

Quaboag Wildlife Management
Off Longhill Road
Hiking

Richardson Wildlife Management
Off W. Brookfield Road
Hiking

EAST BROOKFIELD

Connie Mack Field
End of Connie Mack Dr
Ballfield & playground

East Brookfield Town Beach
Late June-Labor Day
Swimming

East Brookfield Basketball Court
School St/behind Fire Station

Quaboag River Blue Trail
Boat access off Route 148 - Fiskdale Rd.
Canoeing and kayaking

Area Recreation
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HARDWICK

Deer Park Preserve and Coxhall
Kitchen Garden
near 520 Barre Road
Hiking

Gilbertville Fitness Trail
Main St - Route 32 Gilbertville
Exercise stations & hiking

Mandell Hill Preserve
Marked parking lot at the
intersection of Barre and Ridge
Roads.
Hiking

Mass Central Rail Trail & River’s Edge
Trail
Off Maple Street in Wheelwright or
corner of Hardwick and West Roads
(Route 32)
Hiking

Moose Brook Preserve
Marked landing on west side of Brook
Road
Hiking

Patrill Hollow Preserve
Quarter mile west of town common
to Patrill Hollow Road.
Hiking

Quabbin Reservoir
Greenwich Road – Gate 43
Hiking, fishing

HOLLAND

Hamilton Reservoir / Holland Pond /
Lake Siog
Dug Hill Rd. – off E. Brimfield Rd
Resident & guest swimming, fishing,
water skiing, sailing, kayaking and jet
skiing.

Quinnebaug Woods
4 Dug Hill Road
Hiking

MONSON

Cedar Swamp Loop
180 Cedar Swamp Road
Hiking

Conant Brook Dam
Dam Rd off Wales Rd
Hiking, Mountain Biking, Fishing,
Hunting, Cross-Country Skiing, Snow
Shoeing, and more.

Dave Grieve Park
Main St
Gazebo, general recreation, and event
space

Duthie Woods /Quinlan Memorial
Conservation
125 Reimers Road
Hiking

Flynt Park
Park Rd.
Playground, Athletic Fields (including
Doctor Rogers Fields), Hiking Trials, Mt.
Ella Scenic Area, and General
Recreation.
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MONSON (continued)

Flynt Quarry
1 Upper Palmer Rd.
Hiking and Historical Exploration.

Keep Homestead
35 Ely Rd
Hiking, Cross Country Skiing, Snow
Shoeing, and General Recreation.

Miller Memorial Park
221 Hovey Rd.
Rentals and recreation, forest &
wildlife preserve.

Peaked Mountain / Lunden Mill
Pond
100 Butler Rd.
Hiking

Silver Street Conservation Area
155 Silver Street
Hiking

Veteran’s Field
Playground, Basketball Court,
Skatepark, Athletic Fields, Exercise
Equipment, Tennis Courts, Pickleball,
and General Recreation.

NEW BRAINTREE

Mass Central Rail Trail
Intersection of Hardwick and West
Roads
Hiking

NORTH BROOKFIELD

Wendemuth Meadow Preserve
Bates St
Hiking

PALMER

Bondsville Grammar Park
South Main St, Bondsville
Featuring a walking path and several
benches and green space

Burleigh Park
2 Waverly St, off Old Warren Rd
Multiple sports fields, several trails,
open space, a basketball court, and a
small pavilion.

Chase Memorial Park
19 Oakland St
Open multi-sport field space

Depot Park
3 Walnut St
Palmer Recreation event space

Diamond Playground
Thorndike, corner of Main & Church
Playground and basketball court

Endelson Playground Park
Bondsville, 121 Main St
Playground, basketball court, and
picnic tables.

Hryniewicz Park
Three Rivers, off Park Ave
Playground, gazebo, and green space.

Laviolette Field
Three Rivers, 2015 Main St
Walking paths, fitness areas,
bathrooms, and several fields

Area Recreation
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PALMER (continued)

Legion Field
24 Converse St
Multi-sport facility, picnics and Eager
Park playgrounds

Midura family Conservation Area
Off Old Warren Rd.
Several trails ranging from under a
mile to over 3 miles.

Mountain Roads – Pattaquattic Hill
Trails
Off Rondeau St.
Hiking

Palmer High School Tennis Courts
4105 Main St
Open to public outside of school
activities

Swift River Greenbelt
Bondsville, entrance is at the end of
the cul-de-sac on First Street.
Hiking

Water Street Recreation Area
Water St
Rectangular field

SPENCER

Brooks Pond
Brooks Pond Rd, off Northwest Road
and Route 31
Beach, canoeing, kayaking located 

Browning Pond
Browning Pond Rd, off Route 31
Boating and fishing

Buck Hill Dam & Conservation Center
Located in north Spencer on
McCormick Road
Camp Marshall 4-H Center, Buck Hill
features nature trails and a 10 acre fish
pond.

Burncoat Pond Wildlife Sanctuary
Accessible from Greenville St, and from
the Midstate Trail near the Spencer-
Leicester town line
Woods, a small pond, and trails 

Cranberry Meadow Pond
Located on Cranberry Meadow Rd
Limited shore fishing 

Depot Rail Trail
From South Spencer Rd to Chestnut St
Walking trail 

Four Chimneys Recreation Area
Located on Borkum Rd
Hiking

Isaac Prouty Park
Located on Main Street
Walkways
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SPENCER (continued)

Lake Whittemore
Accessed through Luther Hill Park
Fishing permitted from along the
shore

Luther Hill Park
End of Park Street off of Route 9
pine grove, picnic tables,
playground, skateboard park, and
disc golf course

Midstate Trail
Enters Spencer from Oakham above
the western shore of Browning Pond
and exits into Charlton through the
Four Chimneys Recreation Area on
Borkum Road
Scenic footpath

Moose Hill Wildlife Management
Area
Access on Moose Hill Rd
Hiking

O'Gara Park
99 Valley St
Ballfields and historic wooden
grandstand.

Powder Mill Park
Meadow Street (Route 31) and
Smithville Road.
Playgrounds, fields picnic tables, and
cookout facilities

Ralph Warren Park
On Wire Village Road, across from
the Seven Mile River and historic mill
sites
Hiking

Sibley & Warner Farms
Between Greenville Street and Main
Street (Route 9)
Hiking

Spencer State Forest/Howe State Park
Located on Howe Pond R, off Route 31,
south of Route 9.
Hiking, canoeing, fishing, picnicking,
cross country skiing and snowmobiling

Stiles Reservoir
Located on Chickering Rd
Limited shore fishing

Sugden Reservoir
Shore access is available near the dam.
Small boat launch off Donnelly Cross
Road at the northeast corner of the
lake.
Shore & small boating

Thompson Pond
Located on Thompson Pond Rd
Limited shore fishing

WALES

Norcross Wildlife Sanctuary
30 Peck Road - Off Wales Road /
Monson Road
Hiking
 
WARREN

Lucy Stone Park
Located on Old West Brookfield Rd.
Boat access for canoes & kayaks,
fishing, swimming, large grassy area,
and picnic areas.

Area Recreation
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WARE

Grenville Park
73 Church St
Ballfields, bandstand, boat ramp,
handicap fishing piers, picnic areas,
playground, basketball court,
pickleball court, and walking trails.

Veterans' Memorial Field
Monroe Street
Multi-sport field and green space,
basketball court

Quabbin Reservoir Reservation
Multiple entrances off Route 9
Biking, hiking, and picnics

Mass Central Rail Trail
South Section: access at 352 Palmer
Rd
North Section: access at 250 Church
St
Biking, walking

WEST BROOKFIELD

Lake Wickaboag
Lakeview Avenue
Town beach

Pynchon’s Grist Mill Preserve
Off Wickaboag Valley Road
Hiking

Rock House Reservation
Off 535 Route 9
Hiking
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Discover enhanced business banking 
solutions to drive your efficiency and 
maximize profit. Explore customized 
commercial loans tailored to help you 
achieve your business goals.
Contact us today to get started.

Solutions to Power Solutions to Power 
Your BusinessYour Business

BUSINESS BANKING & COMMERCIAL LENDING

Big-Time Resources   
Small-Town Service

Shawn Kelly
shawn_kelly@superiorpluspropane.com

508-562-2790
1 Blanchard St., Palmer, MA 01069



Welcome to theWelcome to the        ofof
From the magnificent vistas of the Quabbin Reservoir...
To our wide array of outdoor recreation and parks...
From the family-friendly fun of local fairs & festivals...
To the world-renowned Brimfield Antique Flea Markets...
From the historic town greens and architecture...
To the local farms, breweries, cideries and wineries...
The Quaboag Hills region is the idyllic setting to live, work & play!

MassachusettsMassachusetts

The Quaboag Hills Region
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COMMONWEALTH OF MASSACHUSETTS

BELCHERTOWN
MA County:  Hampshire
Town Website:  belchertown.org
Town Hall Phone:  (413) 323-0281
Public Schools Website:  belchertownps.org
Public Schools Phone:  (413) 323-0423
Veterans Services:  (413) 436-5701
Waste & Recycling Services:
Transfer Station
Fee/Permit:  Y
Location:  135 Hamilton St
Phone:  (413) 323-0416 (Station)
(413) 323-0415 (DPW)

Municipal Information

QHMA TOWNS

Mass.gov
VisitMA.com

BRIMFIELD
MA County:  Hampden
Town Website:  brimfieldma.org
Town Hall Phone:  (413) 245-4100
Public Schools Website:  tantasqua.org
Public Schools Phone:  (508) 347-5977
Veterans Services:  (413) 535-9235
Waste & Recycling Services:
Private & Transfer Station
Fee/Permit:  Y
Location: Curbside
Other:  3 Hollow Rd, Wales (Station)
Phone:  (413) 245-4100, Ext. 1103 (Health)

BROOKFIELD
MA County:  Worcester
Town Website:  brookfieldma.us
Town Hall Phone:  (508) 867-2930
Public Schools Website:  tantasqua.org
Public Schools Phone:  (508) 347-5977
Veterans Services:  (413) 436-5701
Waste & Recycling Services:
Transfer Station
Fee/Permit:  Y
Location:  7 Quaboag St
Phone:  (508) 867-2930, Ext. 22

QUABOAG HILLS CHAMBER OF COMMERCE     QHMA.COM40



Municipal Information

EAST BROOKFIELD
MA County:  Worcester
Town Website:  eastbrookfieldma.us
Town Hall Phone:  (508) 867-6769
Public Schools Website:  sebrsd.org
Public Schools Phone:  (508) 885-8500
Veterans Services:  (508) 885-7500
Waste & Recycling Services:
Private & Town’s Solid Waste Dept.
Fee/Permit:  Y
Location:  Curbside
Phone:  (508) 867-6769, Ext. 311

HARDWICK
MA County:  Worcester
Town Website:  hardwick-ma.gov
Town Hall Phone:  (413) 477‑6197
Public Schools Website:  qrsd.org
Public Schools Phone:  (978) 355-4668
Veterans Services:  (413) 477-6197, Ext. 119
Waste & Recycling Services:
Private & Town Recycling Center
Fee/Permit:  Y
Location:  2011 Barre Rd, Wheelwright
Phone:  (413) 477-6197

HOLLAND
MA County:  Hampden
Town Website:  town.holland.ma.us
Town Hall Phone:  (413) 245-7108
Public Schools Website:  tantasqua.org
Public Schools Phone:  (508) 347-5977
Veterans Services:  (413) 267-4140
Waste & Recycling Services:
Private & Town of Wales Transfer Station
Fee/Permit:  Y
Location:  3 Hollow Rd, Wales
Phone:  (413) 245-7571, Ext. 131
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MONSON
MA County:  Hampden
Town Website:  monson-ma.gov
Town Hall Phone:  (413) 267-4100
Public Schools Website:  monsonschools.com
Public Schools Phone:  (413) 267-4150
Veterans Services:  (413) 267-4140
Waste & Recycling Services:
Private
Fee/Permit:  Y
Location:  Curbside
Phone:  (413) 267-4107 (Health)
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NEW BRAINTREE
MA County:  Worcester
Town Website:  newbraintreema.us
Town Hall Phone:  (508) 867-2071
Public Schools Website:  qrsd.org
Public Schools Phone:  (978) 355-4668
Veterans Services:  (508) 867-2071
Waste & Recycling Services:
Private
Fee/Permit:  Y
Location:  Curbside
Phone:  (508) 867-2071, Ext. 100

NORTH BROOKFIELD
MA County:  Worcester
Town Website:  northbrookfield.net
Town Hall Phone:  (508) 867-0200
Public Schools Website:  nbschools.org
Public Schools Phone:  (508) 867-9821
Veterans Services:  (508) 867-2071
Waste & Recycling Services:
Private & Transfer Station
Fee/Permit:  Y
Location:  58 E. Brookfield Rd
(Recycling Center/Transfer Station)
Phone:  (508) 867-0201 (Health Dept)

SPENCER
MA County:  Worcester
Town Website:  spencerma.gov
Town Hall Phone:  (508) 885-7500
Public Schools Website:  sebrsd.org
Public Schools Phone:  (508) 885-8500
Veterans Services:  (508) 885-7500, Ext. 115
Waste & Recycling Services:
Transfer Station
Fee/Permit:  Y
Location:  17 S. Spencer Rd
Phone:  (508) 885-7515

PALMER
MA County:  Hampden
Town Website:  townofpalmer.com
Town Hall Phone:  (413) 283-2600
Public Schools Website:  palmerschools.org
Public Schools Phone:  (413) 283-2650
Vocational School Website:  pathfindertech.org
Vocational School Phone:  (413) 283-9701
Veterans Services:  (413) 283-2610
Waste & Recycling Services:
Private
Fee/Permit: Y
Location: Curbside
Other: Town/DPW Recycling Program
Phone: (413) 283-2615 (DPW)
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WALES
MA County:  Hampden
Town Website:  townofwales.net
Town Hall Phone:  (413) 245-7571
Public Schools Website:  tantasqua.org
Public Schools Phone:  (508) 347-5977
Veterans Services:  (413) 267-4140
Waste & Recycling Services:
Transfer Station
Fee/Permit: Y
Location: 60 Hollow Rd
Phone: (413) 245-7571, Ext. 100

Municipal Information

WARE
MA County:  Hampshire
Town Website:  townofware.com
Town Hall Phone:  (413) 967-9648
Public Schools Website:  wareps.org 
Public Schools Phone:  (413) 967-4271
Veterans Services:  (413) 535-9235
Waste & Recycling Services:
Private
Fee/Permit:  Y
Location:  Curbside
Phone: (413) 967-9615, Ext. 110 (Health)

WARREN
MA County:  Worcester
Town Website:  warren-ma.gov
Town Hall Phone:  (413) 436-5701
Public Schools Website:  quaboagrsd.org
Public Schools Phone:  (413)-436-9256
Veterans Services:  (413) 436-5701, Ext. 105
Waste & Recycling Services:
Private & Transfer Station for
Residents & Non-Residents
Fee/Permit:  Y
Location:  581 South St (Transfer Station)
Phone: (413) 436-5708, Ext. 112 (Health)

WEST BROOKFIELD
MA County:  Worcester
Town Website:  wbrookfield.com
Town Hall Phone:  (508) 867-1421
Public Schools Website:  quaboagrsd.org
Public Schools Phone:  (413)-436-9256
Veterans Services:  (413) 436-5701
Waste & Recycling Services:
Private
Fee/Permit:  Y
Location:  Curbside
Other:  Drop Off Center at 78 Wigwam Rd
Phone:  (508) 867-1421 Ext. 5 (Health)
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UTILITIES / CABLE / INTERNET / PHONE
National Grid, (800) 322-3223

Eversource (Gas), (800) 592-2000, serving Palmer

Verizon, (800) 837-4966

Comcast, (800) 934-8489, serving Hardwick, Monson, Palmer, Ware and Warren

Hughesnet, (844) 961-2404, serving Holland and New Braintree

Spectrum, (855) 860-9068, serving Belchertown, Brimfield, Brookfield, East Brookfield,
North Brookfield, Spencer, Wales, Warren and West Brookfield

LOCAL NEWSPAPERS
Turley Publications

The Journal Register serving Palmer, Monson, Brimfield, Holland and Wales
Sentinel serving Belchertown
Ware River News serving Ware, Warren, Hardwick
Quaboag Current serving Brookfield, East Brookfield, North Brookfield, West Brookfield
and New Braintree

Stonebridge Press
Spencer New Leader serving Spencer

LOCAL RADIO STATIONS
97.7FM The Valley’s Classic Hits
1250AM The Valley’s Classic Hits

Municipal Information
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PATHFINDER TECH

Graduate with your high school
diploma & a technical certificate!

Advanced academics and
rigorous technical training! 



Advertiser Index
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Baystate Wing Hospital

Behavioral Health Network

Breton Estates/RB Enterprises

Burkhart Pizzanelli, P.C.

Christopher Heights of Belchertown

Country Bank

Echo Hill Orchards Winery & Distillery

Hardwick Vineyard & Winery

Hitchcock Free Academy

J. Stolar Insurance Agency

Monson Savings

North Brookfield Savings Bank

Pathfinder Regional Vocational Technical High School

POST Computer Systems

Quabbin Valley Eye Care

Quaboag Valley Community Development Corporation

SERVPRO of Hampshire County

Silver Bell Farm

Superior Plus Propane

Turley Publications

Westfield Bank

Wildwood Acres Farm & Forest School
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Healthcare you can trust  
from people you can depend on.

CS15859BaystateHealth.org

866-711-6272    NorthBrookfieldSavingsBank.com 

North Brookfield    East Brookfield    West Brookfield
Ware    Belchertown    Three Rivers

As a local community bank, North Brookfield
Savings Bank has been a part of the fabric of our
communities since 1854. Our commitment to
delivering outstanding banking products and
services to our customers is just as important to
us today as when we started. 

We believe in values that put the customer first
with solid, trusted banking relationships. That’s
why you can always rely on our convenient
branches to have friendly, experienced bankers
who are ready to help you.

Member FDIC
Member DIF

Local support.
Neighborly care.
Proud banking
partner.

Stop by and see us, give us a
call, or visit us online today. 



Back Cover
2025 Underwriter thank you

full page ad




