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Spring Events - Recap
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April 29
QHMA Open House & Member Showcase
Celebrating the Chamber’s new space at
Pathfinder Tech Four Corners was just one of
the many highlights from the Open House &
Member Showcase Presented by the
Quaboag Referral Group.  The 2026 QHMA
Business & Recreation Guides were
distributed and more than a dozen members
set up inside and out taking advantage of
the free exhibition, displaying their products
and services while making valuable
connections with other members.  The
Chamber extends its deepest appreciation
to Pathfinder Tech for hosting, and The
Valley’s Classic Hits for promoting the event
and bringing the party atmosphere, along
with all the members who participated:

BEHAVIORAL HEALTH NETWORK
BUCHA BROS
CEDARBROOK VILLAGE AT WARE
CHRISTOPHER HEIGHTS OF BELCHERTOWN
COUNTRY BANK
GRAY CRAIG FARM
HARDWICK VINEYARD & WINERY
J. STOLAR INSURANCE AGENCY
MONSON SAVINGS
RAVAGE DESIGNS
ROBERTS & LUDLOW PRINTING
Q.V.C.D.C.
THE BETTER BEAN CAFE
THE STEAMING TENDER RESTAURANT



April 15
After 5 at the Monson Arts Council
More than two dozen attendees enjoyed the

After 5 Presented by Superior Plus Propane at

the Monson Arts Council with a private viewing

of the MAC’s 32  Annual Spring Art Show.

Congrats to Brett C. from Monson Savings as

the night’s big raffle winner and thank you to

our hosts, the Monson Arts Council!

nd
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June 4
Quaboag Hills EmpowHer Breakfast
Once again, the Chamber’s new women

in business group had 30 registrants for

its quarterly gathering featuring a

delicious breakfast from the Palmer

Restaurant, and discussions were kicked

off by leaders from the banking industry,

including Angela Barahona & Sarah

Yurkunas from Country Bank and Lena

Buteau & Ana Parrelli from Monson

Savings.

A big thanks to our venue hosts, Amy

Scribner from River East School-to-

Career and the Palmer Public Library,

plus our Raffle Sponsor, the Hardwick

Vineyard & Winery!  Congrats to Lindsay

A. from the Q.V.C.D.C. for taking home

the day’s raffle prize!



A sold out crowd filled the Steaming Tender Restaurant on May 6 to celebrate and

honor deserving Finalists & Winners at the Chamber’s annual Choice Awards sponsored

by Noonan Energy, Quabbin Wire & Cable, and Superior Plus Propane.

The 2026 Choice Awards kicked off with online voting from January 15 thru February 15

garnering an amazing 10,600 online votes to determine this year’s winners.
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COMMUNITY HERO OF THE YEAR
Brenda McCarthy

HVAC BUSINESS OF THE YEAR
Squier & Co.

MANUFACTURER OF THE YEAR
Quabbin Wire & Cable Co.

CHAMBER LEGACY AWARD
Country Bank

CHAMBER CHAMPION
OF THE YEAR

Pathfinder Tech

EDUCATOR OF THE YEAR
Pamela Ellis

NON-PROFIT OF THE YEAR
Workshop13

VOLUNTEER OF THE YEAR
Mary Dembkowski



Can you share some details about your journey and how that connects with you today?
I used to live out my passion as a Director of Schools but when my school lost its funding and we had to
close our doors mid-year, God opened a new door where I could do almost the same work but in a
different way. As a financial advisor, I support people with retirement planning, wealth management,
budgeting, individual investments, and more. Big emphasis on the more: planning for your future isn’t just
about how much is in the bank: it truly is about releasing “unbeliefs” in order to make what may seem
impossible possible. With my background in education, I am able to educate and empower them around
their greater financial picture, creating action-sized tangible steps to help them meet their goals. 

What drives you to be better each day?
Any time I am able to help someone shake the fear they have around money and take back control of
their lives makes me realize more and more how necessary my work is. And if I am being honest, any time
I can help a woman or a traditionally marginalized individual conquer their “money beast” through
education and fun conversations that really do alleviate their anxiety pushes me to work harder and
longer because my work matters and it’s important. Moments like those drive me.

What do you want people to know about your business that they might not know already?
Come see me! I do not deal in guarantees or promises but one thing I can guarantee is you won’t leave
a conversation with me without learning something new: it could be about the markets, investments, or
most importantly yourself but you will discover something. 

Why the Quaboag Hills Chamber of Commerce?
As I mentioned, one of my favorite things about my job is discovering my proverbial backyard. There are
so many amazing businesses ran by so many amazing people in the Quaboag area and being a member
of the chamber has presented me the opportunity to discover even more. In addition, I would be remiss
if I didn’t mention Quaboag EmpowHer, a collection of amazing, powerful women who have filled my
cup immensely and I look forward to working more and learning more from each and every one of them. 
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Get to know your local Edward Jones Financial Advisor,
Lucille Germain.

Please tell us about yourself personally and professionally?
My name is Lucille Germain and I am passionate about helping people
meet their goals. Often times we have internal and external barriers that
keep us from chasing after the vision that lives in our hearts and minds and
I make it my mission in life to support and champion people in barreling
through those barriers so they can make their dreams a reality. I am your
local financial advisor: I work right on Main Street in Palmer at the Edward
Jones office and I am here and ready to serve!
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Upcoming Member Events This Quarter
Ongoing
West Brookfield
Summer Camps & Programs
Wildwood Acres Farm & Forest School
wwoodacres.com

Ongoing - Saturdays in July
Palmer
Kids ON TRACK
Amherst Railway Society
amherstrail.org

Ongoing - Wednesdays thru Aug 12
Palmer
Summer Performance Series
Palmer Public Library
palmerlibrary.org

Ongoing - Select Dates thru Aug. 23
West Brookfield
Lobster Feast
Salem Cross Inn
salemcrossinn.com

Ongoing - Thursdays thru August
Palmer
Summer Drama & Dance Program
Palmer Historical & Cultural Center
palmerhcc.org

Ongoing - Sat & Sun thru August
Brimfield
Live Music at the Brimfield Winery
Brimfield Winery
brimfieldwinery.com

Ongoing - Mondays
Gilbertville
Trivia Night
Hardwick Crossing Country Club
hardwickcrossing.com

Ongoing - Wednesdays
Gilbertville
Music Bingo
Hardwick Crossing Country Club
hardwickcrossing.com

Ongoing - Fridays, Saturdays & Sundays
Hardwick
Live Music at the Hardwick Winery
Hardwick Vineyard & Winery
hardwickwinery.com

Ongoing - Saturdays from 1pm-4pm
Brimfield
Cat Adoption Days
Here Today Adopted Tomorrow
Animal Sanctuary
heretodaysanctuary.org

Don’t See Your Event? 
Email Your Member Produced Events to james@qhma.com

July 2026 Newsletter

June 27 – August 2, 2026 (Weekends)
Ware
LandEscape Art Exhibition
Workshop13's Artworks Gallery
workshop13.org

July 1, 2026
Monson
Summer Reading & Ice Cream Social
Monson Free Library
monsonlibrary.com

Brimfield
Hitchcock Summer Concert Series
Hitchcock Free Academy
hitchcockacademy.org

July 4, 2026
Monson
Monson Summerfest
Town of Monson
monson-ma.gov

July 5, 2026
Monson
Ice Cream Social
Keep Homestead Museum
keephomesteadmuseum.org

New Braintree
U.S. Air Force Heritage of America Band
Town of New Braintree
newbraintreema.us

July 8, 2026
Brimfield
Hitchcock Summer Concert Series
Hitchcock Free Academy
hitchcockacademy.org

July 10, 2026
Ware
Lights Out - Jersey Boys Tribute Concert
Teresa’s Restaurant
teresasrestaurantware.com

Palmer
Friday Night Rocks
Palmer Historical & Cultural Center
palmerhcc.org

July 11-12, 2026
Monson
Christmas in July
Silver Bell Farm
silverbellfarm.com

July 14, 2026
Palmer
Invasive Plant Species
Palmer Public Library
palmerlibrary.org

July 14-19, 2026
Brimfield
Brimfield Flea Markets
QHMA Member Fields:
Brimfield Show Promoters’ Association
brimfieldantiquefleamarket.com
Brimfield Auction Acres
brimfieldauctionacres.com
Central Park Antique Shows
brimfieldcentralpark.com

July 16, 2026
Monson
QHMA After 5
River Hollow Family Golf
qhma.com

Hardwick
Paint & Sip Pets
Hardwick Vineyard & Winery
hardwickwinery.com

July 22, 2026
Brimfield
Hitchcock Summer Concert Series
Hitchcock Free Academy
hitchcockacademy.org

July 24, 2026
Palmer
Friday Night Rocks
Palmer Historical & Cultural Center
palmerhcc.org

July 25, 2026
Ware
Kids Corner
Ware Grange
waregrange.org

Ware
Ware Olde Home Day Country Fair
Grenville Park
townofware.com

July 26, 2026
Ware
Ware Historical Day
Ware Town Hall
townofware.com

July 27, 2026
Ware
Ware Family Game Night
Ware Senior Center
townofware.com

July 28, 2026
Ware
Ware Car Show
Ware Junior Senior High School
townofware.com

July 29, 2026
Brimfield
Hitchcock Summer Concert Series
Hitchcock Free Academy
hitchcockacademy.org

https://monsonlibrary.assabetinteractive.com/calendar/summer-reading-kick-off-ice-cream-social-2/
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August 8 - September 13, 2026 (Weekends)
Ware
Through the Lens Gallery Exhibition
Workshop13's ArtWorks Gallery
workshop13.org

August 12, 2026
Brimfield
Hitchcock Summer Concert Series
Hitchcock Free Academy
hitchcockacademy.org

August 15, 2026
Brimfield
Brimfield Wine Run 5K
Brimfield Winery
brimfieldwinery.com

August 19, 2026
Brimfield
Hitchcock Summer Concert Series
Hitchcock Free Academy
hitchcockacademy.org

August 21, 2026
Palmer
Friday Night Rocks
Palmer Historical & Cultural Center
palmerhcc.org

August 22 - September 13, 2026
Fridays, Saturdays & Sundays
Ware
Northeast Fine Arts Exhibition
Workshop13's Grand Hall
workshop13.org

August 28, 2026
Ware
Kids Corner
Ware Grange
waregrange.org

August 28-29, 2026
Ware
79th Annual Ware Grange Fair
Ware Grange
waregrange.org

August 29, 2026
Hardwick
Aquanett Concert
Hardwick Vineyard & Winery
hardwickwinery.com

September 4, 2026
Palmer
Friday Night Rocks
Palmer Historical & Cultural Center
palmerhcc.org

September 8-13, 2026
Brimfield
Brimfield Flea Markets
QHMA Member Fields:
Brimfield Show Promoters’ Association
brimfieldantiquefleamarket.com
Brimfield Auction Acres
brimfieldauctionacres.com
Central Park Antique Shows
brimfieldcentralpark.com

September 11, 2026
Ware
Adult Workshop
Ware Grange
waregrange.org

September 12, 2026
Ware
Kids Corner
Ware Grange
waregrange.org

September 17, 2026
Belchertown
Quaboag Hills EmpowHer Breakfast
Christopher Heights of Belchertown
qhma.com

September 18, 2026
Palmer
Friday Night Rocks
Palmer Historical & Cultural Center
palmerhcc.org

September 19, 2026
Chicopee
Hitchcock Golf Classic
Hitchcock Free Academy
hitchcockacademy.org

September 19-20, 2026
Monson
Fall Harvest Weekends
Silver Bell Farm
silverbellfarm.com

September 19 - October 17, 2026 (Weekends)
Ware
The Unexpected Portrait Gallery Exhibition
Workshop13's ArtWorks Gallery
workshop13.org

September 25-27, 2026
Belchertown
The 167th Belchertown Fair
Town of Belchertown
belchertown.org

September 26, 2026
Belchertown
Celebration of the Corn Moon
Gray Craig Farm
info.graycraigfarm@gmail.com

September 26-27, 2026
Monson
Fall Harvest Weekends
Silver Bell Farm
silverbellfarm.com

July 29, 2026
Ware
Ware Family Movie Night
Grenville Park
townofware.com

July 30, 2026
Ware
Ware Concert in the Park
Grenville Park
townofware.com

July 31, 2026
Ware
Where’s The Talent Show
Workshop13
townofware.com

Hardwick
QHMA’s One Night Stand...Up
Comedy Fundraiser
Hardwick Vineyard & Winery
qhma.com

August 1, 2026
Brimfield
Feline Fun Day for HTAT Animal Sanctuary
Brimfield Winery
heretodaysanctuary.org

Ware
Town Parade - Church/Main/West Sts
Town Fireworks - Ware Jr. Sr. High School
townofware.com

August 1-2, 2026
Springfield
Kids ON TRACK
Union Station
amherstrail.org

August 5, 2026
Monson
Balloon Twisting Storytime
Monson Free Library
monsonlibrary.com

Brimfield
Hitchcock Summer Concert Series
Hitchcock Free Academy
hitchcockacademy.org

August 6, 2026
Monson
Mumbet's Declaration of Independence Reading
Monson Free Library
monsonlibrary.com

August 7, 2026
Palmer
Friday Night Rocks
Palmer Historical & Cultural Center
palmerhcc.org

https://monsonlibrary.assabetinteractive.com/calendar/balloon-twisting-storytime-2/


July 7
July 14
July 21
July 28
Aug. 4
Aug. 11
Aug. 18
Aug. 25
Sept. 1
Sept. 8
Sept. 15
Sept. 22
Sept. 29
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 Upcoming Affiliate Business Workshop & Training Events
For full details, including times & registration requirements on the events below, and for
event additions, visit: QHMA.com

July 2026 Newsletter

Weekly Meeting
Weekly Meeting
Weekly Meeting
Weekly Meeting
Weekly Meeting
Weekly Meeting
Weekly Meeting
Weekly Meeting
Weekly Meeting
Weekly Meeting
Weekly Meeting
Weekly Meeting
Weekly Meeting

Discover EANE! 
EANE Leadership Training
EANE Technology Training
EANE Leadership Training
EANE HR & Compliance Training
Discover EANE!
EANE Technology Training
EANE Professional Training
Discover EANE!
EANE HR & Compliance Training
EANE Leadership Training - Agawam
EANE HR & Compliance Training

July 1
July 14 
July 15
July 22
July 30
Aug. 5
Aug. 12
Aug. 26
Sept. 2
Sept. 8
Sept. 15
Sept. 30

Excel for Beginners Class
Excel for Beginners Class
Google Suite for Beginners Class
Google Suite for Beginners Class

July 7
July 22
Sept. 17
Sept. 30

July 7 Free Live Webinar - Simple Steps for
Starting Your Business





TownofWare 
U.S. 250  AnniversaryCelebration Committee

126 Main Street,Ware, MA 01082
413-967-9648 x101

ncroteau@townofware.com 

th

 
The Town of Ware U.S. 250  Anniversary Celebration Committee is working hard to celebrate our nation’s birthdate
and the signing of the Declaration of Independence this summer. This year, the Committee will host a weeklong series
of events beginning Saturday, July 25  and concluding on August 1 . 

th

th st

Planned activities include a parade, a craft fair including food vendors, children’s games, a clown, face painting, live
music, fireworks, raffle and many other family-friendly events for the community to enjoy. 
We are reaching out to invite your business/organization to participate in our upcoming community parade,
which will take place on Saturday, August 1, 2026, starting at Grenville Park, 73 Church Street, Ware, MA. 
 
This event is a wonderful opportunity to showcase the spirit, creativity, and pride of our country’s local communities.
We are bringing together businesses, clubs, committees, and organizations to celebrate together, and we would be
honored to have you join us. 
Event Details: 

 Saturday, August 1, 2026 

11:00am 

Starts at 8:00am – we just ask that you are ready to start marching at 11:00am 

Staging area will be Grenville Park in Ware. Will march south on Church Street, turn right onto Main Street, 
then turn left onto West Street, ending at the Big Y plaza, approximately 1.3 miles. 

Participants are welcome to design floats, march with banners, or simply walk as a group. This is a great chance to
connect with the community, increase visibility, and be part of a fun and memorable event. 

As part of this year’s celebration, we are encouraging all parade floats and displays to reflect and honor America’s
250th anniversary. Participants are invited to incorporate themes of patriotism, history, unity, and the diverse stories
that have shaped our nation over the past 250 years. Whether through historical references, red-white-and-blue
decorations, or creative interpretations of America’s past, present, and future, we look forward to seeing your unique
tribute to this important milestone. 

If you are interested in participating, please let us know by July 22, 2026. Feel free to reach out with any questions or
special requests. 

If you are interested in participating or would like more information, please feel free to reply to this email or contact us
at 774-230-9665, 413-967-9648 x101 or ncroteau@townofware.com. We would be happy to answer any questions you
may have. We hope to see you there! 

Sincerely, 
Nicole Croteau 
Chair of Town of Ware U.S. 250  Anniversary Celebration Committee th

Date:

Event Time:

Set upTime:

Route:



 

For more information please call Lisa: 

250 Years. One Nation. One Historic Opportunity to Promote Your Business!
CELEBRATE THE UNITED STATES' 250TH ANNIVERSARY 

SPECIAL RADIO ADVERTISING OPPORTUNITY 
Commemoratethe250thAnniversaryoftheUnited States and connectyourbusinesswithlisteners

throughout Western Massachusetts during this historiccelebration. 

3Converse St., Suite 101
Palmer MA 01069 

Lisa: 413-324-3574 or office: 413-289-2300 
Email: salesclassichits977@comcast.net 

• A patriotic greeting from your business
• Recognition of the United States' 250th Anniversary 

• Your business name and location 
• A promotional message or special offer 

• A call to action for listeners 
Reserve yourscheduletodayandbecomepartofthishistoric celebration! 

• 50 Fifteen-Second CommercialSpots
• Only $250 

• Campaign Runs June 29th throughJuly25th
• Reach thousands of local listeners throughoutthe celebration period 

• Perfect for businesses wanting to show community pride whileincreasing visibility 

The 250th Anniversary of the United States is a once-in-a-generationmilestone. Communities across
the region will be celebrating throughout the summer with parades,festivals, concerts, fireworks, 

historical events, and family activities.
Align your business with this historic occasion and demonstrate yoursupport for our nation's heritage

while keeping your name top-of-mind with localconsumers. 

WHY PARTICIPATE?

YOUR MESSAGE CAN INCLUDE:

USA 250 CELEBRATION PACKAGE

mailto:salesclassichits977@comcast.net
mailto:salesclassichits977@comcast.net
mailto:salesclassichits977@comcast.net
mailto:salesclassichits977@comcast.net
mailto:salesclassichits977@comcast.net


Jersey Mike’s offers fresh, easy catering options like:

Subs by the Box

Individual lunch boxes

Chips, cookies, drinks, and dessert options

Customizable orders for different group sizes

Our catering is a simple option when you need something

reliable, fresh, and easy for a group. We can help with

smaller team lunches or larger orders, and we’re happy to

walk you through the best option based on your headcount.

You can view our catering menu here:

https://www.jerseymikes.com/menu/catering

For larger orders, we recommend reaching out in advance

so we can make sure everything is prepared correctly and

ready on time.

Please feel free to reach out anytime if you have questions

or would like help planning a future order!

CATERING!CATERING!CATERING!
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